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Academic Appointment 

The Ohio State University.

Associate Professor of English, 2017-present.
Assistant Professor of English, 2010-2017.
Education
Yale University.

Ph.D. in English, 2010.

M.A., M.Phil. in English.
Kenyon College.

B.A. magna cum laude in History and English.
Worcester College, Oxford. 

Junior Year Abroad, 2000-2001. 
Books 

New World Calculation: The Making of Numbers in Colonial America. Manuscript in progress. 

Representation: Isabelle Bleecker, Nordlyset Literary Agency. 
Counting Bodies: Population in Colonial American Writing. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles

“Data as Poetry in Cowper’s Statistical ‘Effusions.’” ELH 87.4 (Winter 2020): 1025-54.
“Witch Hunts and Census Conflicts: Becoming a Population in Colonial Massachusetts.” Special issue on “Origins of Biopolitics in the Americas.” American Quarterly 71.3 (September 2019): 653-674.

“Disgusting Affects from the Antinomian Controversy to the Antiabortion Movement.” Special issue on “Postexceptionalist Puritanism.” American Literature 90.4 (December 2018): 785-813. 
“‘Beyond My Skil’: Mary Rowlandson’s Counting.” Early American Literature 47.1 (February 2012): 59-87.
“Dying Instruction: Puritan Pedagogy in Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” American Literature 82.2 (June 2010): 243-269.
 
Book chapters, Reviews, and Encyclopedia Entries
“Accounting for Black Women’s Freedom in Early America.” Review essay in special issue on Phillis Wheatley, Early American Literature 57.3 (2022): 943-950.

“How to Read the Natural World.” In The Cambridge Companion to Early American Literature. Edited by Bryce Traister. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2021, 32-48.
Review of Detestable and Wicked Arts: New England and Witchcraft in the Early Modern Atlantic World by Paul B. Moyer. In Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft 16.2 (Fall 2021): 252-255. 
Review of the Modern Languages Association Annual Convention, Seattle, WA, January 9-12, 2020. Early American Literature 55.3 (2020): 932-936. 
Review of New Perspectives on Malthus edited by Robert J Mayhew. Journal of Historical Geography 58 (2017): 105-107. 

Review of The Right to Write: The Literary Politics of Anne Bradstreet and Phillis Wheatley by Kathrynn Seidler Engberg. Women’s Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal 43.3 (April 2014): 393-398.
“African Literature.” The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern World, 1750 to the Present, vol. 1.  Ed. Peter N. Stearns. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 54-55.

 “Postcolonialism.” The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern World, 1750 to the Present, vol. 6. Ed. Peter N. Stearns. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 219-221. 

Public Scholarship
“Early America’s Complicated History with Abortion Access.” Interview with PBS NewsHour, July 31, 2022. 

“For Ben Franklin, abortion was basic arithmetic.” Interview for All Things Considered, National Public Radio, May 16, 2022.
“Ben Franklin Put an Abortion Recipe in His Math Textbook.” Slate, May 5, 2022. 
Fellowships and Awards

Global Arts and Humanities Discovery Theme “Archival Imaginations” Society of Fellows, Ohio State University, 2022-2023. 

English Department Undergraduate Organization Professor of the Year, 2021-2022.

Peterson Short-Term Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA, 2022.

American Antiquarian Society National Endowment for the Humanities Long-Term Fellowship, Worcester, MA, 2022 (declined).

Los Angeles Times Long-Term Fellowship, The Huntington Library, San Marino, CA, 2020-2021. Summer Stipend Grant, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2019.

Mayers Fellowship, The Huntington Library, San Marino, CA, 2018. 

Virginia Hull Research Award, Ohio State University College of Arts and Sciences, 2018. 

American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, 2012.
Invited Lectures
“Benjamin Franklin’s Guide to Arithmetic and Abortifacients,” Invited Lecture. Clark University Higgins School of Humanities “Roots of Everything” Lecture Series on “Bodies,” Worcester, MA, March 11, 2020. 

“Colonial Mortality Bills and Postcolonial Necropolitics.” Invited Lecture. The University of Wisconsin Americanist Lecture Series. Madison, WI, October 19, 2016. 
Presentations 

“Fugitive Numeracies.” To be given at the Society of Early Americanists Biennial Conference, Washington, D.C. and College Park, Maryland, 8-11 June 2023. 

Colloquy with Caroline Wigginton on In the Neighborhood: Women’s Publication in Early America. American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies Annual Meeting (Virtual), April 7, 2021. 

“New World Calculation: The Making of Numbers in Colonial America.” The Huntington Library Society of Fellows, Scholarly Sustenance Lecture (Virtual), May 3, 2021. 

“Franklin’s 5 R’s: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and Reprinting Abortion Recipes.” Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Sixth Biennial Conference (Virtual), October 16, 2020. 

“Numerical Ontologies in the Arithmetic Primers of Bradford and Franklin.” Modern Languages Association Annual Convention, Seattle, Washington, January 10, 2020. 

Roundtable on Perspectives from the Archive: Reflections on Using Eighteenth-Century Materials in the Digital Age [American Antiquarian Society]. American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, March 21, 2019.

“Bills of Mortality and Cowper’s Statistical Effusions.” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting, Orlando, March 22, 2018. 

Colloquy on Counting Bodies: Population in Colonial American Writing. Society of Early Americanists Special Topics Conference, St. Louis, March 1, 2018.
“New Ways of Looking at Hulu’s The Handmaid’s Tale.” Public Lecture given at Bexley Public Library, Bexley, Ohio, September 19, 2017. 

Colloquy with Abram Van Engen on Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England. American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, March 31, 2017. 

“Bewitching the Commons in Early America.” The Society of Early Americanists Ninth Biennial Conference, Tulsa, Oklahoma, March 3, 2017. 

“On Mistakes.” Roundtable on “Anti-Racist Early American Studies.” The Society of Early Americanists Ninth Biennial Conference, Tulsa, Oklahoma, March 3, 2017. 

“Visions of the Grotesque from the Antinomian Crisis to the Anti-Abortion Movement.” American Studies Association Main Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado, November 17, 2016. 

 “‘Each Year the Numbers I Recount’: Cowper’s Bills of Mortality Poems in the Early U.S.” Rutgers Center for Cultural Analysis Nineteenth-Century Workshop on “Population,” New Brunswick, New Jersey, October 7, 2016.  

“Colonial American Necropolitics.” Modern Languages Association Annual Convention. Austin, Texas, January 9, 2016.

“Jefferson, Malthus, and Problems of Population.” Modern Languages Association Annual Convention. Vancouver, British Columbia, January 8, 2015. 

“Population Science from Thomas Hariot to Guaman Poma.” The Society of Early Americanists Special Topics Conference, “London and the Americas, 1492-1812.” London, England, July 17, 2014.

“Afterlife of the Bills of Mortality.” C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Third Biennial Conference. Chapel Hill, North Carolina, March 15, 2014.

“The Population Theory of Anne Bradstreet.” Society of Early Americanists Eighth Biennial Conference, Savannah, Georgia, March 2, 2013.

Colloquy with Eric Foner on The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery. Southern American Studies Association Conference, Charleston, South Carolina, February 1, 2013.
“Reading Colonial Mortality Bills with Ben Franklin.” Modern Languages Association Annual Convention, Boston, Massachusetts, January 6, 2013.

 “Popular Demography in Benjamin Franklin’s America.” American Studies Association Main Annual Meeting, San Juan, Puerto Rico, November 18, 2012.

“How People Became Populations: Richard Ligon on Barbados.” “The ‘Political Arithmetick’ of Empires in the Early Modern Atlantic World, 1500–1807,” a conference sponsored by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, University of Maryland, College Park, March 16, 2012.

“Popular Demography in Benjamin Franklin’s America.” Initiative for Population Research Seminar Series, the Ohio State University, Columbus, November 8, 2011.

“Newly Numbered Flesh: Richard Ligon’s Census.” The Society of Early Americanists Seventh Biennial Conference, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 4, 2011.

“Pedagogy and the Statistical Mind in Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia.” American Studies Association Main Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, November 19, 2010.

“‘Breeding all those kinds’: Richard Ligon’s Island Census.” Yale Early American Historians Working Group, New Haven, Connecticut, April 14, 2010. 

“Population Across Space and Time: Bradstreet’s Translations and the Birth of Counting.” The Annual Meeting of the American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 20, 2010. 

“Sentimental Migration: Population Theory in Anne Bradstreet and Guillaume du Bartas.” Dartmouth Futures of American Studies Institute Seminar with Donald Pease, June 2009. Also presented at the Early Modern Mini-Conference, Eighteenth-Century Working Group, Yale, May 8, 2009. 

“Border Bodies: Captivity and Population Crises on the Northern Mexico Frontier.” The Society of Early Americanists Sixth Biennial Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda, March 5, 2009.

“Targeted Children: American Captivity Narratives in Spanish and English.” The Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Graduate Colloquium, Yale, March 2, 2009.

Response to Fred Anderson and Andrew Cayton’s paper, “Imperial America, 1672-1764: A Prospectus for a volume in the Oxford History of the United States.” Transitions to Modernity Colloquium, Yale, September 29, 2008. 

Response to Jonathan Elmer’s paper, “Was Billy Black?” Americanist Colloquium, Yale, April 24, 2008. 

“Instructional Objects: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Puritan Child Conversion, and Nineteenth Century Education.” Dartmouth Futures of American Studies Institute Seminar with Eric Lott, June 19, 2007.

Panels Organized 

Panel Organizer and Chair, “Reading Numbers.” Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Sixth Biennial Conference (Virtual), October 16, 2020.

Session Organizer, “Monstrous Histories of U.S. Reproductive Debates.” American Studies Association Main Annual Meeting, November 17-20, Denver, Colorado, 2016. 

Panel Organizer and Chair, “Problems of Population.” The Society of Early Americanists Seventh Biennial Conference, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 3, 2011.

Working Group and Conference Organized
Co-organizer, with Lisa Voigt (Associate Professor, Spanish and Portuguese, Ohio State), the Americas Before 1900 Working Group. Funded by the OSU Humanities Institute. Interdisciplinary seminars led by invited speakers and OSU faculty and graduate students on hemispheric early American topics. 2013-2017. https://huminst.osu.edu/americas-1900-0
Graduate Conference Co-Chair, “The Past’s Digital Presence: Database, Archive, and Knowledge Work in the Humanities.” An interdisciplinary symposium at Yale University on the digital humanities. Yale, February 19-20, 2010. www.digitalhumanities.yale.edu/pdp  
Teaching 
Graduate Courses

“How to Read the Natural World in Early American Literature.” Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1830, Ohio State, Spring 2020. 

“Reading for Feeling.” Seminar in Critical Theory, Ohio State, Autumn 2019.

“Postcolonial Early American Studies.” Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1830. Ohio State, Spring 2017.

“Outbreak Narratives.” Special Topics in U.S. Literature before 1900. Ohio State, Autumn 2013 and Autumn 2015.

“Rethinking Colonial America.” Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1830. Ohio State, Spring 2012.

Teaching College English. A pedagogy observation course. Ohio State, Winter 2011, Spring 2014, Spring 2016. 

Undergraduate Courses 

“African American Women’s Poetry Books, 1773-Present.” Special Topics in Women and Literature, Ohio State, Spring Second Session 2022. 

“Outbreak Narratives.” Honors Seminar in Colonial and Early American Literature, Ohio State, Spring 2022 and Spring 2015. 

“Octavia Butler’s Visions.” Special Topics in Science Fiction and Fantasy, Ohio State, Autumn 2021. 

“Gender and Empire.” Special Topics in Women and Literature, Ohio State, Autumn 2021, Autumn 2020, Autumn 2014, and Winter 2012.

 “Children’s Literatures of Greater London, 1671-Present.” Literary Locations London Study Abroad Course, Ohio State, May 2019.

“Early American Mythmaking and its Discontents.” Colonial and U.S. Literatures to 1865, Ohio State, Spring 2019.

 “Ohio Poets.” Introduction to Poetry, Ohio State, Spring 2020, Autumn 2015, Spring 2016.

“Age of Imprisonment.” Special Topics in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Literature, Ohio State, Winter 2011, Spring 2014, Spring 2015, Spring 2016. 

“Global May London.” Study Abroad Course. College of Arts and Sciences, Ohio State, May 2017.

 “Outbreak! Narratives of Pandemic From Bubonic Plague to Zombies.” Special Topics in U.S. Literatures before 1900 (Honors), Ohio State, Spring 2015. 

 “Doing Justice.” Writing for the English Major, Ohio State, Winter 2012, Spring 2014, and Autumn 2014.

 “The Powerful Women of Early America.” Special Topics in Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1830, Ohio State, Autumn 2013.

“America in the First Era of Globalization.” Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1830, Ohio State, Autumn 2010 and Spring 2012.

 “Telling Origin Stories.” Colonial and U.S. Literature to 1865, Ohio State, Winter 2011.
 “Haiti in the American Imagination.” Special topics in U.S. Literature (Honors), Ohio State, Autumn 2010. 
 “Introduction to the Study of American Literature to 1865.” Yale, Autumn 2008.

“The American Novel since 1945.” Yale, Spring 2009. Teaching Fellow.
“Introduction to the Theory of Literature.” Yale, Spring 2008. Teaching Fellow.
“Hemingway, Faulkner, Fitzgerald.” Yale, Fall 2007. Teaching Fellow.
“Daily Themes.” A creative writing course. Yale, Spring 2007 and Spring 2008. Teaching Fellow.

Graduate Students

Andrew Sydlik, Ph.D. candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2015-2020. 

Dissertation title: “The Interdependence of Medical and Moral Models of Disability in Nineteenth-Century American Literature, 1797-1901.”
Joshua Leavitt: Ph.D. candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2014-2020. 

Dissertation title: “By the Book: Police Work in American Novels of the Gilded Age.”

Nora McCook: Ph.D. candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2013-2017.


Dissertation title: “Preparing Literacy Volunteers: Bridging the Work of Literacy Studies Scholarship and Community Practice.”


Assistant Professor of Writing, Bloomfield College, 2017-present.

Kristina Garvin: Ph.D. candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2011-2015. 

Dissertation title: “The Cultural Work of the Serial in U.S. Literature, 1786-1815.”


“Arthur Mervyn’s Serial Economics,” Early American Literature 50.3 (2015), winner of the Richard Beale Davis Prize for the best article published in EAL in 2015. 

McNeil Center for Early American Studies Dissertation Fellow, 2014-2014.


Visiting Assistant Professor, St. Joseph’s University, 2016-2020. 

Carol Bitzinger, candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2018. 

Emily Cody, candidacy exam and dissertation committee, 2015-2017. 

Ayendy Bonifacio, candidacy exam committee, 2016. 

Beth Avila: Ph.D. candidacy exam committee, 2013.

International Teaching 

“Haitian/U.S. Stories,” Université Caraïbe, March 21-25, 2011, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Co-taught with Elizabeth Maddock Dillon.
Academic Service

Member, MacNeil Center for Early American Studies Graduate Fellowship Awards Committee, Philadelphia, PA, March 2022. 

Member, Short Term Fellowship Awards Committee, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester Massachusetts, March 29, 2019. 

Vice President, Ohio State University Chapter of the American Association of University Professors, 2019-2022. 

Job Placement Officer, OSU English Department, 2019-present. 

Member, OSU English Graduate Studies Committee, 2019-present. 

Member (elected), Steering Committee, Ohio State University Senate, 2016-2018.

Member (elected), Faculty Council, Ohio State University Senate, 2015-2018.

Member, OSU English Lectures and Events Committee, 2017.

Member, OSU English Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2015-2016.

Member, OSU Sexual Violence Committee, Student Wellness Center, 2013-2016.

Member (elected), OSU English Executive Committee, 2013-2015.

Member, OSU English Undergraduate Studies Committee, Spring 2013. 

Member, OSU English Communications, Outreach, and Development Committee, 2011-2013.

Judge, Denman Undergraduate Research Forum, Ohio State, May 10, 2011.

Coordinator, Womens, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program Working Group, Yale, 2009-2010.

Graduate Student representative (elected), English Department Lectures and Colloquia Committee, Yale, 2009-2010. 

Convener, English Department Americanist Colloquium, Yale, 2007-2010.

Member, English Department Graduate Student Advisory Committee, Yale, 2006-2008.
Professional Memberships
Society of Early Americanists

American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies 

The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists

American Studies Association

Modern Language Association 
American Association of University Professors
Languages
Reading knowledge of Spanish, French and German.
Outreach Service 

Board Member, Women Have Options, a founding member of the National Network of Abortion Funds and Ohio’s state-wide abortion fund, 2011-2018.

Volunteer Advocate, Sexual Assault Response Network of Central Ohio, 2014-2016.

Journalism Experience
Production Assistant, Capitol Hill Unit, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer on PBS, 2002-2005.

