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MIRA ASSAF KAFANTARIS
Department of English

The Ohio State University

164 Annie & John Glenn Ave.

Columbus, OH 43210-1370

(614) 440-8210

kafantaris.6@osu.edu
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

The Ohio State University, Columbus 

Senior Lecturer, 2015-Present. 
Escola Internacional de Linguas, Santarém, Portugal 

ESL Instructor, 2007-2008.

EDUCATION
2014

PhD in English, The Ohio State University
· Focus Area: Early Modern Literature
2007

MA in English (High Mention), American University of Beirut




2004

BA in English Literature and Language (Hons.), Lebanese University

· Diploma in Teaching English
BOOK IN PROGRESS
Royal Marriage, Foreign Queens, and Constructions of Race in the Early Modern Period. Manuscript in 


Progress. 
PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS​​​​​​​ FORTHCOMING AND UNDER REVIEW
Race-ing Queens. Special Issue of Barnard Center for Research on Women’s The Scholar and Feminist 
Online, co-edited with Sonja Drimmer and Treva B. Lindsey. (Projected publication date: Fall 2021) 
CHAPTERS IN BOOKS PUBLISHED AND UNDER REVIEW
“Desire, Disgust, and the Perils of Strange Queenship in Spenser’s The Faerie Queene.” In Race and/as 

Affect in Early Modern Literature. Edited by Carol Mejia LaPerle. (Undergoing Peer Review)
 “Protestant Purity and the Anxieties of Cultural Mixing in William Shakespeare’s and John Fletcher’s Henry
VIII.” In The Palgrave Handbook of Shakespeare Queens. Edited by Kavita Mudan Finn and Valerie 

Schutte, 331-53. Palgrave Macmillan, 2018. 
By Mira Assaf and Richard Dutton. “Stage History of Volpone.” The Cambridge Edition of the Works of Ben

 Jonson Online. 1-22. Edited by David M. Bevington, Martin Butler, and Ian Donaldson. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
BOOK REVIEW
Review of Tasting Difference: Food, Race, and Cultural Encounters in Early Modern Literature, by 

Gitanjali Shahani. Shakespeare Quarterly. (Forthcoming Spring 2021)
Review of Travel and Travail: Early Modern Women, English Drama, and the Wider World, edited by 

Bernadette Andrea and Patricia Akhimie. Early Modern Women: An Interdisciplinary Journal  


15, no.1 (2020). 
PUBLIC HUMANITIES PUBLICATIONS

“Why ‘Race Before Race’ Now?” Petites Nouvelles no.1, 21 September 2020. 
“Lebanese Diasporas Filled with Grief over Explosion.” The Columbus Dispatch, August 18, 2020, 
https://www.dispatch.com/opinion/20200818/column-lebanese-diasporas-filled-with-grief-over-explosion.

“Sergio, or The Wretched of Lebanon, Iraq, and East Timor.” Overland Journal, August 7, 2020, 


https://overland.org.au/2020/08/sergio-or-the-wretched-of-lebanon-iraq-and-east-timor/
“Lebanon Uprising Unites People across Faiths, Defying Deep Sectarian Divides.” The Conversation, 29 

October 2019, http://theconversation.com/lebanon-uprising-unites-people-across-faiths-defying-
deep-sectarian-divides-125772.

“Writing a Diversity Statement as a Woman of Color.” Medium Equality, 4 October 2019, 
https://medium.com/@assaf.mira/writing-a-diversity-statement-as-a-woman-of-color-fd12ef464382?source=friends_link&sk=1fc5551836f4529aea2348de2e25d3f4.
Podcast Interview. “England’s Monarch, Henry VIII, and Interracial Marriage.” That Shakespeare Life. 

Interviewed by Cassidy Cash. October 2019.
“Why Can’t Brits Keep Calm and Carry On About the New Royal Baby? Hint: It’s About Race.” The 


Rambling, 19 August 2019, https://the-rambling.com/2019/08/19/issue5-kafantaris/.
By Mira Assaf Kafantaris and Alicia Andrzejewski. “Parenting in Public, from Passivity to Peace.” Synapsis:
 A Health Humanities Journal, 9 August 2019, https://medicalhealthhumanities.com/2019/08/09/parenting-in-public-from-passivity-to-peace/.
“Meghan Markle, Good English Housewife.” The Rambling, 26 January 2019, the-


rambling.com/2019/01/26/issue3-kafantaris.
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Mobile Methods and Practices Grant from the Global Arts + Humanities Discovery Theme, 2020 

Critical Minded COVID-19 Relief Grants for Cultural Critics from Underrepresented Communities, 2020
Coca-Cola Critical Difference for Women Research Grant, 2020-2021

Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies Short-Term Residency, 2020-2021

Folger Shakespeare Library Institute Grant-in-Aid to attend “Race and Periodization” symposium (2019)

Folger Shakespeare Library Institute Grant-in-Aid to participate in “Gender, Race, and Early Modern 
Studies” colloquium (2017-2018) 

The Ohio State University Center for the Advancement of Teaching Grant (2016; 2018)

Graduate School Presidential Fellowship, The Ohio State University (2013-14)

Arts and Humanities Graduate Research Small Grant, The Ohio State University (2012; 2013)

Folger Shakespeare Library Institute Grant-in-Aid to participate in “Dissertation Seminar” (2011-2012)

Nicholas G. Howe Research Grant, Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, The Ohio State University

 (2011)

First-Year Writing Teaching Award, The Ohio State University (2010)

Finalist, Graduate Assistant Teaching Award, The Ohio State University
(2010)
Folger Shakespeare Library Institute Grant-in-Aid to participate in “Ben Jonson: Man of Letters” (2009)

INVITED LECTURES
“White Futurity and Racialized Reproduction in the Reception of Catherine of Braganza in England.” Center 
for Medieval and Early Modern Studies at Stanford. December 2020.

“The Peril of Strange Queens: A conversation about Writing with Mira Assaf Kafantaris.” Texas A&M 
University. October 2020.
“Fantasies of Whiteness and Colonial Violence in the Anglo-Portuguese Alliance of 1662.” Harvard 

Mahindra Humanities Center. September 2020. 
“Figurations of Whiteness and the Colonial Enterprise in the Wedding Panegyrics of Catherine of Braganza 
and Charles II.” Professor Lúcia Helena Costigan’s “Early Modern Iberia/Colonial America” Graduate Seminar.  Department of Spanish and Portuguese, The Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio. Fall 2019.
“Britomart and White Sentimentality in Spenser’s Faerie Queene.” In Dr Geoff Way’s “The Voices of 


Renaissance Women.” Washburn University. Fall 2019.
“Race and Queenship in Antony and Cleopatra.” In Dr Sarah Neville’s “Shakespeare” (Honors). The Ohio 


State University. Fall 2019. 
SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“A Panel Honoring Kim F. Hall’s Things of Darkness.” Society for Renaissance Studies. November 2020.
“Fantasies of Whiteness and Colonial Violence in the Wedding Panegyrics of Catherine of Braganza and Charles II.” Queer|Race|Global: Early Modern Crossings. Shakespeare Association of America Conference. Denver, CO. April 2020. [postponed due to COVID19]
“Racialized Disgust and the Perils of Strange Queenship in Spenser’s Faerie Queene.” Spenser’s Species; or, 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. Modern Language Association Conference. Seattle, WA. January 2020. 
“Othello, Race in America, and the First-Year Writing Classroom.” Participant in “Race and Nations.” 


The Ohio Valley Shakespeare Conference. Marietta, Ohio. June 2019.

“Disgust, Wonder, and the Perils of Strange Queenship in Spenser’s Fairie Queene.” Race and/as Affect in Early Modern Literature. Shakespeare Association of America Conference. Washington, DC. April 2019.
“Shakespeare, Race in America, and the First-Year Writing Classroom.” Writing with and through  Underground Histories: Methods for Decolonizing the First- and Second-Year Composition Classroom. The Society for the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States. Cincinnati, Ohio. March 2019. 
“The Perils of Strange Queenship in Spenser’s The Faerie Queene.” Racing and Gendering the Long 


Sixteenth Century (panel organizer). Sixteenth Century Society and Conference. Albuquerque, NM. November 2018. 

“Encountering Foreign Queenship in Thomas of Woodstock and Henry VIII.” Forgotten Histories seminar. 
Shakespeare Association of America Conference. Atlanta, GA. April 2017.

“Shakespeare and Race Pedagogy Workshop.”  Shakespeare Association of America Conference. New 
Orleans, LA. March 2016.

“Race in Early Modern Studies.” Diversity in Pre-1900 Fields Roundtable Discussion. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. December 2015.
“Protestant Purity and the Anxieties of Cultural Mixing in Shakespeare’s and Fletcher’s Henry VIII.” The
 Ohio Valley Shakespeare Conference. Bowling Green, OH. October 2015.

“Strangers in Our Midst: Staging Roman History and Queen Consorts in Philip Massinger’s The Roman
 Actor (1626).” Participant in “Performance, Print and Politics in 1621 and Beyond” seminar. 
Shakespeare Association of America Conference. St. Louis, MO. April 2014.
“The Spanish Match, Cultural Intermixing, and John Fletcher’s The Island Princess (1621).” Foreign World 
in the Age of Shakespeare seminar. Shakespeare Association of America Conference. Boston, MA. 
April 2012.
“Shakespeare and Fletcher’s Henry VIII and the Nuptials of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Frederick, 1613.” 

Renaissance Society of America Conference. Washington, D.C. March 2012.
“’He Called Us Israelites’: The Return of the Jews to England in Andrew Marvell’s ‘Upon Appleton 
House.’” South-Central Renaissance Conference. St. Louis, MO. March 2011.
“Caroline Shakespeare: A Reassessment of the Second Quarto of Othello (1630).” The Ohio Valley 

Shakespeare Conference. Toledo, OH. October 2010.
“Stealing the Show: Representations of Vagrancy in Thomas Dekker’s and Thomas Middleton’s The Roaring 
Girl.” Popular Culture in the Early Modern World Conference. University of Sussex, U.K. September 2007.
“Desire in Alexandria: The Use and Abuse of A Streetcar Named Desire in the Egyptian Film Industry.” 

New Readings of Tennessee Williams. New University of Lisbon, Portugal. May 2007.
FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY SEMINARS AND COLLOQUIA PARTICIPATION
 “Gender, Race, and Early Modern Studies.” Directed by Kimberly Anne Coles and Ayanna Thompson. 


Folger Shakespeare Library. Washington, DC. September 2017-April 2018. 
 “Dissertation Yearlong Seminar.” Directed by Peter Lake and Nigel Smith. Folger 


Shakespeare Library. Washington, DC. September 2011-April 2012. 

 “Ben Jonson: Man of Letters.” Directed by Martin Butler. Folger Shakespeare Library. Washington, DC. September-December 2010. 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Literature
“Shakespeare’s Sonnets: A Guide to Life” (First-Year Seminar) 

“Foreign Queens from Cleopatra to Meghan Markle” (First-Year Seminar)
“Intro to British Literature: Medieval to Eighteenth Century”
“Intro to Shakespeare”

“Selected Works of British Literature: Origins to Present” (as TA and Discussion Leader)
Composition
“Interracial Romance from Shakespeare to Spike Lee” (First-Year Writing)
 “Coming Soon to a Theatre Near You: Movie Posters as Cultural Lenses” (Developmental Writing) 
“Plays of Broken American Dreams” (Second-Year Writing with Focus on Literature)
“Pop Culture of the 60’s” (First-Year Writing)

“Diverse Voices in American Popular Culture” (Second-Year Writing)

“Drama of the American Working Class” (Second-Year Writing with Focus on Literature)
English as a Second Language
University of Cambridge English for Speakers of Other Language Examinations Sequence 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Seminar Co-leader. “Race-ing and Queering Queens.” Shakespeare Association of America. Austin, TX. 

April 2020.

Forum Organizer. “Race in Early Modernity.” Anti-Racist Pedagogy, Methodology, and Mentoring 


Forums. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. November 2020. 
Panel Organizer. “Racing and Gendering the Long Sixteenth Century.” Sixteenth Century Society and 


Conference. Albuquerque, NM. November 2018. 

Co-organizer. “Race-ing White Straight Curricula: Pedagogy Workshop.” Black Lives/Writers Matter 


Conference. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. April 2016.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
Member, Diversity and Inclusion Committee, Department of English (2015-Present)
Judge, Lord Denney Players Upper Level essay competition, Department of English (2019)

Humanities Senator, Council of Graduate Students, University Senate (2010-2013)
Member, Graduate Associate Compensation and Benefits Committee, University Senate (2010-2013) Member, Graduate Program and Policy Committee, Department of English (2011-2012)



Steward, The King James Bible and Its Cultural Afterlife International Conference (May 2011)          

Representative, Council of Graduate Students National Association of Graduate-Professional 
Students Legislative Action Days, Washington, DC (March 2011)


Delegate, Department of English. Council of Graduate Students
(2008-2011)

Judge and Committee Member, Ray Travel Awards. Council of Graduate Students (2008-2011)
Administrative Associate, Graduate Studies; Human and Fiscal Resources (2009; 2010-2011)


Department of English, The Ohio State University
DIGITAL HUMANITIES AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
“Teaching with Ipads” training course. Digital Flagship Initiative (Summer 2018)

The Ohio State University 

Disability Studies Digital Storytelling Workshop with Professor Brenda Brueggemann (Summer 2012)

Department of English and University Libraries, The Ohio State University

Research Assistant to Professor Richard Dutton (2010-2011)

Department of English, The Ohio State University

Research Assistant to Professor Robert Myers (2006-2007)






Department of English, American University of Beirut          
ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIPS
Shakespeare Association of America 


The Marvell Society





Renaissance Society of America




International Spenser Society
Modern Language Association of America
LANGUAGES
Native Proficiency in Arabic and English; Fluent in French; Proficient in Portuguese; and Reading Knowledge of Spanish.
REFERENCES
Ayanna Thompson, Ph.D., Director of Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies and President 


of Shakespeare Association of America (2018-2019)

Email: Ayanna.Thompson@asu.edu
Richard Dutton, Academy Professor of English, The Ohio State University and Professor of English, 

Queen’s University Belfast

Email: Dutton.42@osu.edu
Christopher Highley, Professor of English, The Ohio State University


Email: highley.1@osu.edu
Jennifer Higginbotham: Associate Professor of English, The Ohio State University


Email: higginbotham.37@osu.edu
Carol Mejia LaPerle: Professor of English, Wright State University


Email: carol.mejia-laperle@wright.edu
