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Associate Professor Department of English, The Ohio State University 

• Ohio State Affiliations: Center for Ethnic Studies (Asian American Studies), Department 
of African American & African Studies, Department of Comparative Studies, Department 
of Near Eastern & South Asian Literatures & Cultures; South Asian Studies Initiative; 
Middle East Studies Center 

 
Education 

• Ph.D., English Literature, Brown University, May 2001 
• M.A., English Literature, Indiana University, December 1994 
• B.A., English Literature, Yale University, May 1993 

  
Employment 

• Associate Professor, Department of English, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. 
2011-present. 

• Assistant Professor, Department of English, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. 
2004-2011. 

• Assistant Professor, Department of English, Wagner College, Staten Island, NY. 2000-
2004. 

  
Research and teaching areas 

• Postcolonial studies, especially South Asian novel 
• US ethnic studies, especially Asian American literatures 
• Anticolonial nationalism: history and politics 
• Marxist theories of race, colonialism, and culture 
• Solidarity: Theory and Practice 

 
Scholarship & Writing 
  
Book 
Decentering Rushdie: Cosmopolitanism and the Indian Novel in English. Columbus: The Ohio 
State University Press, 2010 and Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2011. 

  
Manuscripts and Projects in Progress 

• Book: The 1857 Rebellion and the Indian Political Imagination: Representations of 
Anticolonial Militancy, 1857-1957. Research conducted in New Delhi and Jhansi (2010-
11, 2012, 2013), London (2011, 2015), Berkeley (2013), Berne (2011). 

mailto:jani.4@osu.edu


• Edited Book: Anti-colonial Texts from British India 1857-1947. Series: “Key Texts in Anti-
Colonial Thought.” Series Ed. David Johnson. Edinburgh University Press, 2022 (advance 
contract) 

• Article: “Abolition and Capitalism: Insights from Organizers.” In Abolitionist 
Worldmaking, ed. Treva Lindsey, Tiyi Morris, and Terron Banner. Series: On 
Possibility: Social Change and the Arts and Humanities. The Ohio State University 
Press (under review). 

• Podcast: Together We Rise: Solidarity Stories from Central Ohio (forthcoming, with 
support from OSU Scarlet Studio.) 

• Article: “A ‘Failed Democracy of the Left’: Fiction and Politics in Rushdie’s The 
Jaguar’s Smile.” The Routledge Companion to Salman Rushdie. Ed, Joel Kuortti. 
Routledge (abstract accepted). 

  
Editorial Work 

• Co-editor. “Boundaries, Borders, and Margins.” Eds. Jana Fedka and Pranav Jani. Special 
Issue of South Asian Review 36.3 (December 2015). 

• Articles editor. DesiLit Magazine. Online journal of South Asian and Diasporic Writing. 
2006- 2010. 

  
Journal Articles, Book Chapters, and Professional Writing 
“Realism and the South Asian Novel.” Realism and the Novel: A Global History. Ed. Paul Stasi. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 372–388. 
“Academia, Activism, and Popular Consciousness: A Response to Freedom Inc.” The Cambridge 

Journal of Postcolonial Literary Inquiry, vol. 11, no. 2, Apr. 2024, pp. 241–50, 
https://doi.org/10.1017/pli.2024.16.  

“Elites, Subalterns, and the Postcolonial Nation: Indian English Novels of the 1980s and 1990s.” 
In Oxford Handbook of Modern Indian Literatures. Eds. Ulka Anjaria and Anjali Nerlekar. 
Oxford University Press, 2024. 

Foreword and Essay. Trust the Circle: The Resistance and Resilience of Rubén Castilla Herrera. By 
Paloma Martinez-Cruz. Cleveland: Belt Publishing, 2023. xiii-xix, 193-6. 

“Centering the Oppressed: Marxism and the Problematic of Race and Class.” In On Race, Class, 
and Educational Reform: Contested Perspectives. Eds. Antonia Darder, Cleveland Hayes, and 
Howard Ryan. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2023. 69-81. 

“Anglophone South Asian Women’s Fiction: A Marxist, Intersectional Approach.” In Teaching 
Anglophone South Asian Women’s Writing. Eds. Deepika Bahri and Filippo Menozzi. New 
York: Modern Language Association of America, 2021. 276-285. 

“Staying in Our Lanes: Desi Childhoods, Gandhi Statues, and the Hard Work of Solidarity.” 
Working Notes: Black Lives Matter Dossier, eds. Priya Jha and Shoba S. Rajgopal. South Asian 
Popular Culture. 19:1 (2021), 73-79, doi: 10.1080/14746689.2021.1884171. 

“Scholarship and Activism: Black Liberation, COVID-19, and South Asian Studies.” Salaam:   
Newsletter of the South Asian Literary Association. 45.1 (Summer 2020): 4-9. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009296878.031
https://doi.org/10.1017/pli.2024.16
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197647912.013.13
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/products/9781953368607?srsltid=AfmBOoph-_qPhcevqGdfu-riOwYy9xv4WWijsCAwb_v_7UN6PJ4a527L
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/on-class-race-and-educational-reform-9781350212398/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/on-class-race-and-educational-reform-9781350212398/
https://doi.org/10.1080/14746689.2021.1884171


“Revolutionary Nationalism and Global Horizons: The Ghadar Party on India and China.” In 
Marxism, Postcolonial Theory, and the Future of Critique: Critical Engagements with Benita 
Parry. Eds. Sharae Deckard and Rashmi Varma. London: Routledge, 2018. 165-190. 

“Democracy, Fundamentalism, and Empire: Rushdie and the Politics of Free Speech.” South 
Asian Review 35.1 (2014) 75-93. [published December 2017] 

“Marxism, Mediation, Historiography: Writing About 1857.” Critical Sociology, vol. 43, no. 7–8, 
Nov. 2017, pp. 1093–1107. 

“Reflections on Solidarity.” Blog of the MLA Committee on the Literatures of People of Color in 
the United States and Canada. March 11, 2015. 

“A Home of One’s Own: Gender, Family, and Nation in Indian American Literature and Film.” 
Tracing the New Indian Diaspora. Ed. Om Prakash Dwivedi. Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2014. 271-
97. 

“Why #BlackLivesMatter is Integral to South Asian Studies.” With Gairola, Rahul. Salaam: 
Newsletter of the South Asian Literary Association 38.2 (Winter 2014): 16-18. 

“Bihar, California, and the US Midwest: The Early Radicalization of Jayaprakash Narayan.” 
Postcolonial Studies 16.2 (June 2013): 155-68. 

“Postcolonial Studies: Rethinking Literatures in English.” english@osu 4.1 (Spring 2010). 
“Beyond ‘Anticommunism’: The Progressive Politics of The God of Small Things.” In 
Globalizing Dissent: Essays on Arundhati Roy. Eds. Ranjan Ghosh and Antonia Navarro-
Tejero. New York: Routledge, 2009. 47-70. 

“Anti-colonialism and Resistance: South Asia.” With Mytheli Sreenivas. In A Historical 
Companion to Postcolonial Thought in English. Eds. Prem Kumar Poddar and D.W. Johnson. 
New York: Columbia University Press, 2005.  20-28. 

“Karl Marx, Eurocentrism, and the 1857 Revolt in British India.” In Marxism, Modernity, and 
Postcolonial Studies. Eds. Crystal Bartolovich and Neil Lazarus. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2002. 81-97. 

“India Is(n’t): (Mis)representations of India in the U.S. Media.” With Wes Cecil and Stacy Takacs. 
SAMAR: South Asian Magazine for Action and Reflection 2 (1994): 4-10. 

  
Reviews and Review Articles 
Review of The World in a Grain of Sand: Postcolonial Literature and Radical Universalism, by 

Nivedita Majumdar. Race & Class, 64(3), Jan-Mar 2023, pp. 90–96.  
Review of Postcolonial Modernity and the Indian Novel: On Catastrophic Realism, by Sourit 

Bhattacharya. Studies in the Novel, vol. 54 no. 2, Summer 2022, p. 255-257.  
Review of The Postcolonial Orient, by Vasant Kaiwar. Race & Class 58.4 (Apr-June 2017): 106- 

113.  
“A Marxist Challenge to Postmodern Orientalism.” Review of Vasant Kaiwar, The Postcolonial 

Orient. International Socialist Review 104 (Spring 2017): 179-83. 
Review of Prose of the World: Modernism and the Banality of Empire, by Saikat Majumdar. 

James Joyce Quarterly 51.1 (Fall 2013): 227-232 [published in Spring 2016]. 
“The Destruction of the Third World Project.” Review of The Poorer Nations: A Possible History 

of the Global South by Vijay Prashad. International Socialist Review 95 (Winter 2014-15): 
130-134. 



“Marxism and the Future of Postcolonial Theory.” Review of Postcolonial Theory and the 
Specter of Capital, by Vivek Chibber. International Socialist Review 92 (Spring 2014): 105- 21. 

“Recovering the Lost Vices of Anticolonial Rebels.” Review of Britain’s Empire: Resistance, 
Repression, and Revolt, by Richard Gott. International Socialist Review. 83 (May-June 2012): 
67-9. 

Review of Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue, by Yumna Siddiqi. Journal of Asian 
Studies 70.3 (August 2011): 890-892. 

Review of The Indian Mutiny and the British Imagination, by Gautam Chakravarty. Prose Studies 
32.1 (April 2010): 76-79. 

Review of Postcolonial Narrative and the Work of Mourning: J.M. Coetzee, Wilson Harris, and 
Toni Morrison, by Sam Durrant. Callaloo 29.2 (2006): 682-88. 

Review of Mapping Subaltern Studies and the Postcolonial, ed. Vinayak Chaturvedi. Historical 
Materialism. 11.3 (2003): 271-88. 

Review of Khaki Shorts and Saffron Flags: A Short History of the Hindu Right, by Tapan Basu. 
International Socialist Review 9 (Fall 1999). 
  

Public-Facing Articles and Op-Eds 
“I couldn’t teach college students truth if zombie bill passes.” Columbus Dispatch. February 5, 

2025.  
“Community Groups in Ohio Fight Anti-Haitian Violence Stoked by Trump and Vance.” Truthout. 

October 1, 2024. 
“GOP Planned to Destroy Public Education in Ohio. We Defeated Them—For Now.” Truthout. 

July 22, 2023. 
“‘We can’t take this lying down.’ Draconian bill aimed at OSU, other colleges.” The Columbus 

Dispatch. March 16, 2023. 
“Down With the Thought Police!” Academe Blog. American Association of University Professors. 

September 15, 2021. 
“Atlanta was a Watershed: Lessons in Fighting Anti-Asian Racism.” Tempest, August 30, 2021. 
“There are those who benefit from divide-and-conquer policies that see Asians as ‘forever 

foreigners.’” With Namiko Kunimoto. The Columbus Dispatch. March 21, 2021. 
“The 1857 Rebellion in Colonial India.” Rebel (Ireland). November 12, 2020. “Towards a Critical 

Defense of ‘Identity Politics.’” SocialistWorker.org. April 3, 2019. 
“Lessons in Class Consciousness from Striking Faculty.” SocialistWorker.org. February 5, 2019. 
“How We Stood Up for ‘Light and Truth.’” SocialistWorker.org. October 11, 2018. 
“Why Democracy is Under Siege in India.” SocialistWorker.org. September 20, 2018.  
“What the Indian Rebels Taught Karl Marx.” SocialistWorker.org. May 9, 2018. 
“What Road Will Lead Kentucky Teachers Forward?” With Flynn Murray. SocialistWorker.org. 

April 23, 2018. 
“Where Will the Struggle Lead Kentucky Teachers?” SocialistWorker.org. April 13, 2018. 

Republished at Truth-out.org. April 15, 2018. 
“Yes, Mocking Indian Accents Is Racist.” Review of Hari Kondabolu, The Problem with Apu. 

SocialistWorker.org. November 22, 2017. 
“The Alt-Right and Their Campus Red Scare.” SocialistWorker.org. August 24, 2017.  



“Face to Face with the Wendy’s bosses.” SocialistWorker.org. June 2, 2017. Republished, Truth-
out.org as “Farmworkers Confront Wendy’s in Fight for Fair Wages.” June 8, 2017. 

“Unions are for Challenging the Privileged.” SocialistWorker.org, April 5, 2017. 
“Why are South Asians Facing a Wave of Violence?” SocialistWorker.org. March 9, 2017 
“How Do We Stand Up to India’s Far Right?” SocialistWorker.org. March 3, 2017. 
“Bringing Together Militants and the Masses.” SocialistWorker.org February 16, 2017. 
“Is the Left With Trump Against the TPP?” SocialistWorker.org January 25, 2017. Republished at 

Truth-out.org. January 29, 2017. 
“The President-Elect Exploits a Tragedy.” SocialistWorker.org. December 12, 2016. 
Statement supporting a boycott of Israeli academic institutions. MLA Members for Justice in 

Palestine website. September 22, 2016. Republished at SocialistWorker.org. October 20, 
2016. 

“Cops, Racism, and Cover-ups in Columbus.” SocialistWorker.org. September 26, 2016. 
Reprinted in Columbus Free Press, September 29, 2016. 

“Bernie’s Blind Spot.” SocialistWorker.org. March 17, 2016. 
“This is What Happened in My New Jersey.” SocialistWorker.org. December 7, 2015. 
“Obama in India: The Sequel.” SocialistWorker.org. January 29, 2015. 
“Gunned Down for being Black in Wal-Mart.” With Verbz. Interviews with activists of the Ohio 

Student Association. SocialistWorker.org. October 8, 2014. 
“Don’t Abandon Mohamed Soltan.” SocialistWorker.org. June 11, 2014. 
“Forcing DeWine to Address Rape.” SocialistWorker.org. March 19, 2013. 
“OSU Student Beaten by Police.” SocialistWorker.org. October 25, 2012. 
“Bringing the Revolutions Home.” race-talk. April 25, 2011. 
“Feeling the Impact of Egypt in India.” SocialistWorker.org. March 8, 2011. 
“India for Sale.”  Socialist Worker Online.  November 16, 2010. 
“Protesting Obama in India.” SocialistWorker.org. November 10, 2010. 
“Marching for LGBT Rights in India.” SocialistWorker.org. March 25, 2009. 
“Liberal Imperialism: Empire Under a Democratic President.” Democracy and Culture blog.  

March 3, 2008. 
“150 Years After India's Mutiny Against Britain.” SocialistWorker.org. May 25, 2007. 
“Whither Nepal?” MR Zine. January 6, 2006. 
“Imperialist Ignorance.” Letter. Economic and Political Weekly (India). June 3, 2003. 
“Ford Makes Workers Pay.” With Lee Sustar. SocialistWorker.org. January 18, 2002. 
“NJ Teachers Sent to Jail.” SocialistWorker.org. December 13, 2001.  
“Hidden Victims of 9/11.” SocialistWorker.org. September 28, 2001. 

Lectures, Conferences, and Workshops 
 
Invited Talks: Scholarly and Public-Facing 
Invited Panelist. “Academic Freedom and Freedom of Speech.”  AAUP-UW. University of 

Washington. Seattle, WA. November 13, 2024. 
Speaker. “Keywords for Palestine: Turning Knowledge into Action.” Kenyon College Students for 

Justice in Palestine. Kenyon College, Ohio. March 25, 2024. 



Speaker. “Sociology of Asian America” course. Dr. Sharon Quinsaat. Grinnell College, Iowa. 
March 5, 2024. 

Plenary Speaker, “Unite and Fight: Student Power and Solidarity in a Time of Campus 
Repression.” Ohio Student Power Summit. Ohio Student Association. Columbus, OH. 
February 18, 2024.   

Speaker. “Anti-Blackness within AAPI Communities.” Fall/Winter 2023 AAPI Training Series 
session 2, with New York Department of Education. Coalition for Asian American Children 
and Families. November 14, 2023. 

Speaker. “Who’s Scared of Diversity? Ohio’s Senate Bill 83 and the ‘Diversity of Thought’ 
Police.” LIGO Laboratory, Caltech, CA. November 8, 2023. 

Panelist. “Book Signing and Día de los Muertos at Wexner Center for the Arts.” Contributors to 
Trust the Circle: The Resistance and Resilience of Rubén Castilla Herrera by Paloma Martinez-
Cruz. Wexner Center for the Arts. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. November 2, 
2023. 

Speaker. “Self and Nation: The Personal and the Political in African, Asian, Caribbean &  
Diasporic Literatures.” Comparative Literature, World Literature and Translation Course. 
Department of Comparative Literature. Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. August 22, 2023. 

Speaker/Facilitator. “DEI workshop: Mississippi Masala.” Poorvu Center for Teaching & 
Learning. Yale University, New Haven, CT. February 17, 2023. 

Speaker, “Pranav Jani Talks Kamala Khan, Ms. Marvel.” Latinx Pop Lab podcast, with Dr. 
Frederick Aldama.  September 23, 2022. 

Speaker, “A Short History of Anti-Asian Violence in the US, and Why it Matters Today.” Asian 
Studies, Department of English, and Asian/Asian American Pacific Islander Faculty and Staff 
Caucus. Louisiana State University. September 9, 2022. 

Speaker. “Indian Debates on the International Left: Book Launch and Panel Discussion.” With 
Shirin Rai (author), Prabhat Patnaik, and Molly Andrews. Critical South Asia Group. University 
of Warwick. Warwick, UK. November 22, 2021. 

Speaker. “Decentering Rushdie: A Contemporary Insight into the Politics of Liberalism and the 
Aesthetics of Cosmopolitanism.” Faculty Development Programme: “Remapping the Indian 
Novel in English.”  Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching 
Program, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India. Kirori Mal 
College, University of Delhi, India.  June 25, 2021. 

Speaker and Discussant. “Conversations on Palestine: With Omar Barghouti.” Jewish Voices for 
Peace-Columbus. Co-sponsors: We Are Not Numbers, JVP-Albany, JVP-Albuquerque, JVP-
Detroit, JVP-Bay Area, JVP-Cleveland, JVP-Los Angeles, JVP-Milwaukee, JVP-Northern New 
Jersey, JVP-Sacramento, JVP-San Diego, JVP-Swarthmore, JVP-Triangle North Carolina, JVP-
Tucson, JVP-Westchester, The Columbus Free Press, Indiana Center for Middle East Peace, 
Israel Committee Against House Demolitions USA, and Middle East Peace Now. June 1, 2021. 

Speaker. “Asian American Activism: Where Are We Today?” Virtual Event. Asian American 
Social Justice Leadership Institute. Coalition for Asian American Children and Families (CACF). 
New York, NY. April 6, 2021. 

Speaker. “Black and Asian Solidarity.” Global to Local Racial Justice Series. School of Social 
Work, University at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY. March 1, 2021. 



Panelist. “South Asians, Social Justice, and the Black Lives Matter Movement.” With authors of 
the 2021 South Asian Public Culture dossier on South Asian/Black solidarity. Public Square 
Conversations. University of Redlands Social Justice Space. Redlands, CA. February 2, 2021. 

Panelist. “Student Advocacy and Activism.” Between Class Podcast. Association of Big Ten 
Students (ABTS). September 18, 2020. 

Speaker. “The Bombs in Vietnam Explode at Home: How MLK Linked Racism, Poverty, and 
Militarism.” “Burn a Bridge, Build a Bridge: A Teach-In on Police Terror.” Virtual Event. Burn a 
Bridge, Build a Bridge Collective, Tucson, AZ. July 11, 2020. 

Presenter. “Arundhati Roy’s The Ministry of Utmost Happiness.” Book Club. Gramercy Books, 
Bexley, OH. November 28, 2017. 

Speaker. “Columbus Day and Narratives of Conquest.” Panel: “The Struggle for Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights.” Indigenous Students and Syracuse and International Socialist Organization-
Syracuse. Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY. October 9, 2017. 

Speaker. “Marxism and the Fight Against Racism.” UVM-Socialists and International Socialist 
Organization-Burlington. Burlington, Vermont. September 21, 2017. 

Speaker. Dr. Helen Scott’s “Works of Edwidge Danticat” seminar and Dr. Nancy Welch’s 
“Protest and Persuasion” seminar. University of Vermont. Burlington, VT. September 19-20, 
2017. 

Speaker. “Of Tiffin Carriers, Grandfathers, and Nations.” Pizzuti Collection Literary Night. The 
Pizzuti Collection. Columbus, OH. April 5, 2017. 

Keynote Speaker. “Social Justice and 21st Century Leadership.” 21st Century Leadership 
Conference. The Center for Student Development, La Roche College. Pittsburgh, PA. 16 April 
2016. 

Speaker. “Nationalist Goddess, Militant Mother: The Queen of Jhansi in History and Myth, 
1857-2007.” Global Studies Program. Purdue University. West Lafayette, IN. February 29, 
2016. 

Speaker. “Racism, Militarism, Poverty: MLK’s ‘Three Evils’ and the Struggle Today.” Global 
Studies Seminar Series. Denison University. Granville, OH. January 25, 2016. 

Speaker. “Anti-imperial connections: Ireland and India in the Early 20th Century.” Belfast 
Working-Class History Group Series: “Neither King Nor Kaiser: Empire, War, and Rebellion in 
Ireland, 1912-1919.” Feile en Phobail. St. Mary's University College. Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. August 1, 2015. 

Speaker. “The 1857 Revolt: How Indian Soldiers and Peasants Shook the British Empire.” Kulla 
Family Lecture. Department of Political Science. Colgate University. Hamilton, NY. February 
12, 2015. 

Speaker. “Against the Wars, For the Workers: Recovering the Legacy of MLK.” MLK Celebration. 
Antioch College. Yellow Springs, OH. January 19, 2015. 

Speaker and organizer. #Ferguson2MLA action. Modern Language Association conference. 
Vancouver, Canada. January 9, 2015. 

Speaker. “Activism and Academia.” Graduate Student Subconference of the MLA. Vancouver,    
Canada. January 8, 2015. 

Speaker. “‘What’s the Use of Stories That Aren’t Even True?’: Salman Rushdie and the Politics of 
Storytelling.” Humanities Advisory Committee. Otterbein University. Westerville, OH. April 8, 
2014. 



Speaker. “Higher Education and Capitalism.” The Sociology Club. University of Toledo. Toledo, 
OH. November 22, 2013. 

Speaker. “Slavery, Empire, and the Roots of Racism.” Carnegie West Library–Ohio City. 
Cleveland, Ohio. November 17, 2012. 

Speaker. “Reading Past Midnight’s Children: The Multiple Cosmopolitanisms of the Indian Novel 
in English.” Cosmopolitanism and South Asia Research Group, Department of English, 
University of Berne, Berne, Switzerland. September 22, 2011. 

Speaker. “Salman Rushdie, Nationalism, and the Politics of Language.” Seminar, Dr. Rina 
Ramdev. Delhi University, Delhi. April 15, 2011. 

Speaker. “Putting Criticism to Work: Teaching Across Borders in a ‘Post-racial’ age.” The Morgan 
Fellows Forum at Antioch College. Yellow Springs, OH. May 14, 2010. 

Speaker. “Politics of Knowledge Production and Ethical Issues in the Practice of Social Science 
Research.” Seminar conducted at Social Science Research Festival. School of Human Ecology, 
Ambedkar University, Delhi, India. December 17, 2010. 

Speaker. “India Across the Border: Rethinking the Category ‘NRI.’” Movement for Secularism 
and Democracy. Ahmedabad, India. December 15, 2007. 

Speaker. “Critical Thinking in a Time of War: Free Speech and the Academy Today.” Academic 
and Cultural Enrichment program. Wagner College, Staten Island, NY. April 22, 2005. 

Speaker. “Exiles, Migrants, Refugees: Class Politics and the New Postcolonial Memoir.” English 
Seminar Lecture Series, Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies, University 
of Warwick, Coventry, England. January 5, 2005. 

Speaker. “Racism, Poverty, Resistance: The Impact of Globalization on Southern Africa.” NYU 
Socialist Club. New York University, New York, NY. February 17, 2002. 

Speaker. “Colonial Doublespeak: Iraq and ‘Humanitarian Intervention’ from the British to the 
US.” Amnesty International. Wagner College, Staten Island, NY. October 11, 2003. 
  

Conference Papers and Panels: Scholarly and Public-Facing 
Panelist.  “How to Fight Bad Bills: The Battle Against Ohio Senate Bill 1.” AFT/AAUP Summer 

Institute. Morehouse College, Atlanta, GA. July 19, 2025. 
Panelist. “Targeted Scholars, Targeted Institutions.” Tempest Collective. April 10, 2025. 

Published in Tempest, April 16, 2025. 
Panelist. “Imagining Just Futures in Times of Uncertainty.” Asian American Cultural Center. Yale 

University, New Haven, CT. April 1, 2025. 
Moderator. “Making the Invisible Visible: Documenting Asian and Asian American Histories in 

Ohio through a Collaborative Digital Edition.” Asian Studies Conference. Columbus, OH. 
March 15, 2025. 

Panelist. “Teaching Palestine While Targeted.” Roundtable: “From Palestine to Sri Lanka: 
Genocide, Refugees, and Resistance.” Association of Asian American Studies Conference. 
Boston, MA. April 18, 2025.  

Panelist. “Academic Freedom and the Climate of Fear.”  National Faculty for Justice in Palestine. 
November 8, 2024. 

Panelist. “Ohio State Space Standards and the Logic of Zionism.” Panel: “Reclaiming Knowledge 
Production, Resisting Zionist Enclosures.” University of California Riverside Center for Ideas & 
Society and Institute for the Critical Study of Zionism. Online. September 23, 2024. 



Speaker. “Whose freedom Dreams? The Indian National Army and Imperial Japan in World War 
II.” Roundtable: “Contingent Solidarities, Ambivalent Relationalities in Asian American 
Studies.” Association of Asian American Studies conference. Seattle WA. April 25, 2024. 

Panelist. “Why Ohio State’s Free Speech Policy Did Not Protect Us.”  Panel: “Beyond the Politics 
of Free Speech: Moving from Dead End Debates to Real Solidarity.” American Studies 
Association conference. Montreal, Canada. Original date: November 4, 2023. Online: May 3, 
2024. 

“Learning from Radical Pasts: The Ghadar Party and the 1857 Rebellion.” Association of Asian 
American Studies conference. Long Beach, CA. April 8, 2023. 

Roundtable organizer and Chair. “Perspectives on Black/South Asian Solidarity: An 
Interdisciplinary Roundtable.” South Asian Literary Association conference: “Envisioning 
Black & South Asian Solidarity: History, Culture, Praxis.” April 2, 2023. 

“Recovering 1857: V.D. Savarkar, the Ghadar Party, and the Paradoxes of Anticolonial 
Militancy.” British Commonwealth & Postcolonial Studies conference. February 11, 2023. 

“Bollywood’s Nationalist Goddess: Manikarnika and the Many Lives of the Queen of Jhansi.” 
North American Victorian Studies Association conference. October 19, 2019. “Colonialism, 
Slavery, and the Origins of Capitalism.” Socialism 2019 conference. Center for  Economic 
Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. July 4, 2019. 

Plenary Speaker. “Building An Alternative to Trump’s America.” Ohio Marxism Conference. 
International Socialist Organization-Columbus. Columbus, OH. November 10, 2018. 

“Marxism, Colonialism, and Revolution.” Socialism 2018 conference. Center for Economic      
Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. July 5. 2018. 

“The Red Scare on Campus.” Panel: “Resisting Insecurity Beyond the Academy.” MLA 
Committee on Academic Freedom and Professional Rights and Responsibilities. 2018 Modern 
Language Association Convention. New York, New York. January 5, 2018. 

“M.N. Roy, the Comintern, and the Politics of National Liberation.” Socialism 2017 conference. 
Center for Economic Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. July 8. 2017. 

“My Life is Not an Open Book: South Asians, Self-care, and Activism Under Trump    and Modi. 
35th Annual Symposium: “Pedagogy and Community Building.” Center for South Asian 
Studies. University of Hawai’i-Manoa. Honolulu, Hawai’i. April 21, 2017. 

“Academic Energies: Maintaining Momentum after Tenure.” Panel: “Mid-Career 
Professionalization.” 2017 South Asian Literary Association conference. Philadelphia, PA.  
January 3, 2017. 

Moderator and Respondent. “Caste Modernities in India: Spaces as Text, Texts as Spaces.” 
Annual Conference on South Asia. Center for South Asia. University of Wisconsin, Madison 
WI. October 23, 2016. 

“Ireland, Partition, and the Indian Revolutionary Imagination.” Conference: “Partitions and 
Empire: India, Ireland, Palestine, and Beyond.” Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies. University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL. 23 September 2016. 

“After Independence: Neocolonialism, State Capitalism, and Resistance in Sub-Saharan  Africa.” 
Socialism 2016 Conference Center for Economic Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. July 
1, 2016. 

“Race, Class and Power: Are Marxism and Critical Race Theory Compatible?” Socialism 2015 
conference. Economic Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. July 2, 2015. 



“Nationalism and Internationalism in the Early 20th Century: The Ghadar Party on Ireland and 
China.” Conference: “Race/Place/Capital in Postcolonial Studies.” Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN. April 4, 2015. 

“Rebels Without Borders: The Ghadar Party on Ireland and China.” South Asian Literary   
Association. Vancouver, Canada. January 7, 2015. 

“Writing about 1857: Marxism and Representation.” Historical Materialism conference. School 
of Oriental and African Studies, London, United Kingdom. November 8, 2013. 

“Marxism, Mediation, Totality: Reading Fragments of 1857.” Rethinking Marxism conference. 
University of Massachusetts. Amherst, MA. September 20, 2013. 

“Marxism and Postcolonial Theory.” Socialism 2013 Conference. Center for Economic Research 
and Social Change, Chicago, IL. June 28, 2013. 

“The Materialist Turn: Marxism, Intersectionality, and Postcolonial Studies.” Materialism and 
the Colony conference. Bard College at Simon’s Rock. Great Barrington, MA. May 23, 2013. 

“The Materialist Turn: Marxism and New Directions in Postcolonial Studies.” Historical 
Materialism Conference. Delhi University. Delhi, India. April 4, 2013. 

“Marxist Theories of Crisis.” Midwest Marxism Conference. The Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. December 1, 2012. 

“Bihar, San Francisco, Madison, Columbus: Jayaprakash Narayan's Radicalization in the 1920s.” 
The Annual Conference on South Asia. Madison, WI. October 12, 2012. 

“Reading the Revolutionaries.” Preconference. The Annual Conference on South Asia. Madison, 
WI. October 11, 2012.“The ‘New’ India: Myth and Reality.” Socialism 2012 conference. 
Center for Economic Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. 29 June 2012. 

“Insurgency, Counterinsurgency, and Representations of the Body.” “The Body in Culture” 
Conference. Centre for English Studies, School of Language, Literature, and Culture Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. March 3, 2011. 

“Constructing the Nationalist Goddess: Representations of the Rani of Jhansi.” “Gender, 
Sexualities, and Multiple Modernities” Conference. Department of English, Delhi University, 
Delhi, India. February 14, 2011. 

“Early Indian English Novels and the Politics of Language: Anand, Sahgal, Markandaya.” 
Conference on “Comparative Cultural Studies: Towards New Postcolonial Paradigms.”  Indian 
Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies (IACLALS). 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India. January 27, 2011. 

“The Politics of Radical Pacifism: Gandhi and King Revisited.” Socialism 2010 Conference. Center 
for Economic Research and Social Change. Chicago, IL. June 2010. 

“When India is ‘In Vogue’: Slumdog, Snoop Dogg, and the Geopolitics of Fusion.” British 
Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Conference. Georgia Southern University, 
Savannah, GA. February 2010. 

“Capitalism, Immigration and the Working Class: The South Asian Diaspora.” 2009 Midwest 
Socialist Conference. Center for Economic Research and Social Change. University of Illinois-
Chicago. Chicago, IL. November 14, 2009. 

“A Space of One’s Own: Jhumpa Lahiri, Arundhati Roy, and the Value of Borders.” Circle for 
Asian American Literary Studies Panel. American Literature Association Conference. Boston, 
MA. May 22, 2009. 



“The Mahatma as Icon: Film, Autobiography, Drama.” 22nd Annual Conference of The Society 
for the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the United States (MELUS). The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, OH. March 28, 2008. 

“Old Dog, New Tricks: Narrative Theory and Postcolonial Literature.” British Commonwealth 
and Postcolonial Studies Conference. Georgia Southern University, Savannah, GA. February 
2008. 

“True to Her Salt: Nayantara Sahgal and Namak-Halaal Cosmopolitanism.” South Asia Literary 
Association Conference, Philadelphia, PA. December 2006. 

“Nayantara Sahgal’s Nationalist Cosmopolitanism.” 35th Annual Conference on South Asia. 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. October 2006. 

“Not Your Granddaddy’s Realism: Postcolonial Narratives of Labor and Marxist Aesthetics.” 
British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Conference. Georgia Southern University, 
Savannah, GA. February 2006. 

“Bodies at Work: The Physicality of Labor in Postcolonial Literature.” Panel: “Decolonization and 
the Working Class.” North American Labor History Conference. Wayne State University. 
Detroit, MI. October 2005. 

“Situating Said: Cosmopolitanism and Nationalism in Postcolonial Studies.” Out of Place: Text, 
Memory, Exile. Conference in honor of Edward Said. Institut Supérieur Des Sciences 
Humaines, Université de Tunis El-Manar, Tunis, Tunisia. December 2004. 

“Is Marxism Eurocentric?” Socialism 2004 Conference. Center for Economic Research and Social 
Change. Chicago, IL. June 2004. 

“Postmodernists Meet the Peasantry: Locating Shifts in Subaltern Studies.” British 
Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Conference. Georgia Southern University, 
Savannah, GA. February 2004. 

“Karl Marx and the 1857 Revolt in British India.” Marxism and the World Stage. Rethinking 
Marxism Conference. University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA. November 2003. 

“‘The Dismantling of the Big’: Representations of Indian Modernity in Arundhati Roy's The God 
of Small Things and ‘The Greater Common Good.’” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial 
Studies Conference. Georgia Southern University, Savannah, GA. February 15, 2002. 

  
Community Talks, Workshops, Speeches: Ohio State 
Panelist. Post-screening discussion of Making Waves: The Rise of Asian America, directed by Jon 

Osaki. Ohio Progressive Asian Women’s Leadership (OPAWL). Gateway Film Center, 
Columbus, OH. August 14, 2025. 

Graduation speaker.  AAAS Graduation Ceremony. The Department of African American and 
African Studies Community Extension Center. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. April 
28, 2025. 

Panelist: “The Risks and Rewards of Palestine Solidarity Work in Academia.” Moritz Law 
Students for Justice in Palestine. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. January 28, 2025. 

Interview. “Pranav Jani: The Continuing Impact of the 1857 British India Rebellion.” Voices of 
Excellence podcast with David Staley. The Ohio State University College of Arts and Sciences. 
January 29, 2025. 



Panelist. “What’s Next? 2025 and Higher Ed.” History Graduate Students Action Committee, 
South Asia Graduate Students Association, AAUP-Ohio State.  The Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. December 3, 2024. 

Panelist. “South Asian struggles in the United States.” Pakistan American Students 
Association. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. December 3, 2024. 

Panelist. “The Struggle for Self-Determination.” Moritz Law Students for Justice in 
Palestine. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. November 22, 2024. 

Panelist: “Teaching Palestine in the Classroom.” Panel: “Teaching Diversity Courses in the 
English and GE Curriculum.”  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, Department of 
English. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. November 18, 2024. 

Speaker. “Honoring Our Martyrs.” Vigil. Students for Justice in Palestine.  The Ohio State 
University. Columbus, OH.  September 10, 2024. 

Panelist. “Admissions, Scholarships, Fellowships, and Affirmative Action.”  2024 Association for 
Advancing Schools of Health Professionals Midwest Deans Association School of Health and 
Rehabilitation Sciences, The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. July 11, 2024. 

Speaker. GAHDT Society of Fellows Showcase. Global Arts and Humanities Discovery Theme. 
The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. April 30, 2024. 

Panelist. “Confronting Threats to Academic Freedom and Free Speech: An AAUP Teach-In.” 
National Day of Action: Higher Education for the Public Good. AAUP-Ohio State. The Ohio 
State University, Columbus, OH. April 17, 2024. 

Panelist. “Why Black Studies Still Matters.” Department of African American and African 
Studies. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. February 27, 2024. 

Speaker. “Rewriting History, Constructing Identity: How Indians Imagined the 1857 Rebellion.” 
English Research Talks. Department of English. The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. 
January 29, 2024. 

Panelist. “Justice-Centered Design.” Knowlton School of Architecture. The Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. December 7, 2023. 

Presenter. Arts and Humanities Faculty Research and Creative Inquiry Showcase. The Ohio State 
University. Columbus, OH. December 5, 2023. 

Speaker. “Knowledge is Power: A Teach-in on Palestine.” Center for Ethnic Studies and Faculty 
for Justice in Palestine. The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. November 20, 2023. 

Organizer. “Environmental Justice, Communal Harmony and Solidarity in India.” With Rohit 
Prajapati. South Asian Studies Initiative, The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. October 
20, 2023. 

Panelist. “Social Justice Panel.” Morrill Scholarship Program, The Office of Diversity & Inclusion, 
The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. March 2, 2023. 

Organizer. “Beyond Yellowface” with Jennifer Lin. Asian American Studies, Institute For Chinese 
Studies at the East Asian Studies Center (ICS), the Humanities Institute and the Department 
of Dance. The Ohio State ?University, Columbus OH. February 9, 2023. 

Speaker/Facilitator. “Reading Rushdie Now: Literature, Empire, and the Politics of Dissent.” 
Graduate Workshop. Department of English, The Ohio State University.  November 18, 2022. 

Speaker. “How to Think Globally: Transnational Approaches, Internationalist Politics.” 
International Affairs Scholars Program, The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. November 
16, 2022. 



Panelist. “What is ‘Ethnicity,’ Anyway?” Center for Ethnic Studies. The Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. November 4, 2022. 

Panelist. “Unionization and the Future of Higher Education in Ohio.” Save Ohio Higher Ed. 
September 1, 2022. 

Interview. “Conversations on Critical Race Theory.” Latine Stories podcast, with Dr, Elena Foulis. 
May 31, 2022. 

Speaker. “One Year After Atlanta: Understanding the Long History of Racism and Violence 
Against Asians in the United States.” Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, The 
Ohio State University, Columbus OH. March 31, 2022. 

Speaker. “Keeping Our Feet on the Ground: Why Scholarship and Critical Thinking Require 
Activism.” Collegiate Council on World Affairs. The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. 
March 30, 2022. 

Speaker. “Fearless Martyrs, Heroic Queens, and the Shadow of Hindutva: 1857 in the 
Anticolonial Imagination.” SASI Brown Bag Workshop. South Asian Studies Initiative, The 
Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. February 17, 2022. 

Speaker. “South Asian Identity in the US.” Pakistani American Students Association. The Ohio 
State University, Columbus OH. November 17, 2021. 

Plenary Roundtable. “In What Do We Trust? A Conversation on Trust and Governance.” 
Democracy Promise Unconference. School of Social Work, The Ohio State University, 
Columbus OH. September 24, 2021. 

Organizer and Moderator.  “Anti-Asian Racism After Atlanta: Assessing the Moment.” With 
Molly Jasina, Joey Kim, Joe Ponce, Arun Venugopal. Asian American Studies Program, The 
Center for Ethnic Studies. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. April 15, 2021. 

Organizer and Speaker. “Caring for Our Community Part 2: Finding our Space and Taking 
Action!” Multicultural Center, Office of Student Life. The Ohio State University, Columbus 
OH. April 2, 2021. 

Speaker. “Stop AAPI Hate!” Rally. Sponsored by several student and campus organizations. The 
Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. April 1, 2021. 

Participant, "Caring for our community: An APIDA space for healing and action." Multicultural 
Center, Office of Student Life. The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. March 18, 2021. 

Participant. “Legacies of Partition.” APIDA Cohort with Pakistani American Student Association, 
Indian Student Association, and Bangladeshi Student Association. The Ohio State University, 
Columbus OH. March 15, 2021. 

Moderator. “Writing a Revolution: Freedom is a Constant Struggle by Angela Davis.” Virtual 
Book Club. Ohio Union Activities Board. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. February 
7. 2021. 

Panelist. “Theory Through History: Mapping the Legacy of the 1857 Rebellion in British India.” 
Panel: “Current Crossings in Critical Ethnic and Postcolonial Studies.” Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee (Department of English), Rhetoric, Composition, and Literary Program, and 
Global Arts and Humanities Discovery Theme. Columbus, OH. March 2, 2020. 

Panelist. “Affirmative Action on Trial.” Asian American Studies and Asian American Association, 
The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. November 1, 2018. 

Speaker. “Syria and Imperialism Today.” International Socialist Organization-Columbus. 
Columbus, OH. May 10, 2018.  



Speaker. “MLK and Workers Struggle Today.” International Socialist Organization-Columbus and 
Communication Workers of America, Local 4501. Columbus, OH. April 4, 2018. 

Panelist. “Solidarity and Struggle at Ohio State: Stories from Campus Workers.” International 
Socialist Organization-Columbus. Columbus, OH. January 20, 2018. 

Speaker. “Don’t Bomb Syria! Let Refugees In.” International Socialist Organization- Columbus. 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  Columbus, OH. April 20, 2017. 

Speaker. “International Women's Strike Solidarity Teach-In.” OSU Coalition for the International 
Women's Strike. Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. March 8, 2017. 

Panelist. “Teaching in Troubled Times.” Ad-Hoc OSU Faculty Group. The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, OH. December 8, 2016. 

Panelist. “Radicalization and Terrorism in the Arab World.” The Arab Student Union. The Ohio 
State University, Columbus, OH. 14 November 2016. 

Moderator. “Voicing Departmental Dynamics.” Department of English, The Ohio State 
University Columbus, OH. 26 April 2016. 

Speaker. “The Comprehensive Energy Management Program: Neoliberalism at OSU.” Rally to 
#StopTheSellout.” United Students Against Sweatshops - OSU. Columbus, OH. 21 April 2016. 

Moderator and Organizer. Community and Campus Activist Panel. Symposium: Black Lives 
Matter in the Classroom. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. April 1, 2016. 

Panelist. “All Out for Tamir Rice!” OSU Coalition for Black Lives. Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. November 18, 2015. 

Speaker. “Learning, Teaching, Doing: How to be a Scholar-Activist.” Retreat: “Preparing for the 
Professoriate.” Office of Diversity and Inclusion, The Ohio State University. Mt. Sterling, OH. 
November 14, 2015. 

Speaker. “When the Subaltern Speaks: #BlackLivesMatter and South Asian Studies.” Brown  Bag 
Lecture Series. Department of African American and African Studies. Ohio State University. 
Columbus, OH. November 13, 2015. 

Panelist. “The Aftermath of the Arab Spring.” The Arab Student Union. Ohio State University, 
Columbus, OH. October 22, 2015. 

Speaker. “Legacies of Revolt: 1857 and the Indian Imagination.” South Asian Studies Brown  Bag 
Series. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. September 9, 2015. 

Speaker. “Exploring Solidarity: #BlackLivesMatter and Asian Americans.” Panel: “State of the 
Field: Racialized Tensions.” GRADPAC: OSU Pan-Asian Graduate Caucus. The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, OH. February 24, 2015. 

Speaker. “Race, Class, and Rebellion: Lessons from Ferguson and Beavercreek.” International 
Socialist Organization - Columbus. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. October 23, 
2014. 

“Empire, Race, and Academic Freedom: Herbert Miller at OSU and Steven Salaita at UIUC.” 
Scholars in the World: A Research Panel. Department of English Lecture & Events 
Committee. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. October 13, 2014. 

Speaker. “Palestine, South Africa, and the Struggle for Liberation.” International Socialist 
Organization. Columbus, OH. February 6, 2014. 

Speaker. “The 1857 Revolt in British India.” The History Club. Columbus, OH. December 2, 2013. 
Speaker. “Gender, Class, and Resistance in Suzanne Collins' Catching Fire.” Honors and     

Scholars Program. Ohio State. Columbus, OH. November 14, 2013. 



Speaker. “The Communist Manifesto: What Does it Mean for Today.” International Socialist 
Organization. The Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio. September 16, 2013. 

Panelist. “Reflections on the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington.” OSU Department 
of African American and African Studies, Extension Center, Columbus, OH. August 28, 2013. 

“The State of Postcolonial Studies.” Aesthetics and Politics Reading Group. The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, OH. December 3, 2012. 

Speaker. “Structures of Power in Academia.” Reimagine OSU event. The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio. May 17, 2012. 

Speaker. “Palestine on the Oval.” Committee for Justice in Palestine. The Ohio State University. 
Columbus, Ohio. May 15, 2012. 

Speaker. “Slavery, Empire, and the Roots of Racism.” International Socialist Organization. The 
Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio. April 10, 2012. 

Coordinator. “Academics & Activism: Forums and Workshops on Intersections of Curriculum, 
Academia, Social Engagement, and Politics,” presented by DISCO, the Diversity and Identity 
Studies Collective (DISCO). Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. February 22-23, 2012. 

Panelist. “What is Asian American Studies (And Why Should You Care)?” Asian American Studies 
Program. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. November 30, 2011. 

Speaker. “Gandhi and the Politics of Non-Violence.” Teach-in for Occupy OSU. The Ohio State 
University. Columbus, OH. November 2, 2011. 

Speaker. “Reform or Revolution? Reading Luxembourg in the Occupy Movement.” Teach-in  for 
Occupy OSU. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. October 26, 2011. 

Speaker. “Socialism 101.” International Socialist Organization-Cincinnati. University of 
Cincinnati. Cincinnati, OH. October 5, 2011. 

Organizer. “Arizona: Why Should We Care? A Panel Discussion on Immigration and Ethnic 
Studies.” Organized by several faculty members. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. 
June 3, 2010. 

Speaker. “Footnotes in Gaza: Interpreting Truth and Representation in a Graphic Novel.” Local 
Worlds Working Group. Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities at OSU. 
Columbus, OH. May 20, 2010. 

Speaker. Panel: “Dating and Generational Conflict in South Asian America.” Indian American 
Association at OSU. Columbus, OH. January 11, 2010. 

Speaker. “Is education an alternative to the ‘war on terror’?” First Year Experience Success 
Series on Greg Mortenson’s Three Cups of Tea. South Asian Students Association and 
Pakistani American Students Association. October 26, 2009. 

Speaker. “Slumdog Millionaire and the Politics of Representation.” History 543.04: 
Contemporary India and South Asia (Sreenivas). The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. 
June 1, 2009. 

Speaker. “After Midnight: Class and Nation in Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children and 
Nayantara Sahgal's Rich Like Us.” Diversity Enhancement Program Research Working Group. 
College of Arts and Sciences at OSU. May 15, 2009. 

Speaker. “When India Is In Vogue: What Langston Hughes teaches us about Slumdog 
Millionaire.” Panelist. “Comparative Racializations: A Forum.” The US Ethnic/Postcolonial 
Studies Area Group. Department of English. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. April 
10, 2009. 



Speaker. “Obama and Empire: Will a Black Man Carry ‘The White Man’s Burden’?” Kirwan 
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity. Brown Bag Lecture Series. The Ohio State 
University. Columbus, OH. February 6, 2009. 

Speaker. “Restrictions on Academic Freedom after 9/11.” Panel: “Why Democracy Needs a Free 
Press.” Democracy Matters at OSU and OSU School of Communication. The Ohio State 
University. October 7, 2007. 

Speaker. “Linking Asian American Studies and Asian American Students.” Panel: “Why Study 
Asians in America? A Roundtable Discussion.” Asian American Studies: 10th Anniversary 
Celebration. The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH. September 20, 2007. 

Speaker. “Recovering the Small: Arundhati Roy's Challenge to Postmodernism and Stalinism.” 
Ethnic Studies Research and Working Group. Humanities Institute. The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, OH. February 15, 2007. 

Panelist.  “9/11 and the Impact on Racial Minorities.” Several campus organizations. March 20, 
2006. 

Speaker. “Black Liberation and Socialism.” International Socialist Organization. The Ohio State 
University. Columbus, Ohio. February 10, 2006. 

  
Community Talks, Workshops, Speeches: Columbus/Central Ohio 
Speaker. “Free Speech, Academic Freedom, and Palestine.” Students for Justice in Palestine, 

Ohio University. Athens, OH. April 3, 2025. 
Speaker. “Students to the Statehouse” Rally. March 19, 2025. 
Speaker. 17th Annual Ramadan Interfaith Dialogue and Iftar. Noor Islamic Cultural Center. 

Hilliard, OH. March 12, 2025. 
Speaker.  Introduction to The Cry of Jeremiah, by Rosephanye Powell.  Capriccio Jubilee Singers.  

St John AME Church. Columbus, OH. October 13, 2024.   
Speaker. “The Palestine Movement at Ohio State.” With two SJP leaders. David Strausbaugh’s 

“Political Radicalism in United States” class. Worthington Kilbourne High School, 
Worthington, OH. October 24, 2024. 

Speaker.  Introduction to The Cry of Jeremiah, by Rosephanye Powell.  Capriccio Jubilee Singers.  
Linworth United Methodist Church. Columbus, OH. October 13, 2024.   

Speaker, “Teach-In: Current Crisis and Its Connection to Capitalism and Colonialism.” People's 
Justice Project and Central Ohio 4 African Liberation. Columbus, OH, August 10, 2024. 

Panelist. “Bridges of Belonging: Conversations on Faith, Identity, and Community.” Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Columbus, OH. July 17, 2024. 

Speaker. Teach-In: “Long Live Palestine: Resisting 75 Years of Israeli Apartheid and Oppression.” 
Black Queer Intersectional Collective. Columbus, OH. November 14, 2023. 

Speaker. Teach-In: “Palestinian Resistance and the History of Gaza.” Ohio Voice. Columbus, OH. 
November 13, 2023. 

Workshop. “Senate Bill 83 and Repression.” Community Festival (ComFest). Columbus Free 
Press. June 23, 2023. 

Workshop. “Community Activism and Ohio’s Political Landscape.” CAIR-Ohio Summer 
Internship Development Program. Center for American Islamic Relations (CAIR). June 22, 
2023. 



Speaker. “Senate Bill 83: What You Need to Know.” May Second Saturday Cyber-Salon. 
Columbus Free Press. May 13, 2023. 

Panelist. “How Do You Change Your World?” Assembly. WKHS Diversity Club and Worthington 
Kilbourne High School. Worthington, OH. April 22, 2022. 

Speaker. “Forever Foreign and Exotic: Historical Roots of Anti-Asian Violence in the US.” Social 
Justice Speaker Series. Linworth United Methodist Church. Columbus, OH. May 18, 2022. 

Speaker. “Asian Americans: History and Myth.” Social Justice Series: “Let’s Get 
(Un)Comfortable.” Worthington Libraries & City of Worthington Community Relations 
Commission. October 26, 2021. 

Speaker. “Celebrate Diversity, Reject Hate” Rally. Worthington Racial Justice Organizing, 
Worthington, OH. October 3, 2021. 

Panelist. “Honesty in Education: The Truth about Ohio’s ‘Divisive Concepts’ Bills.” Save Ohio 
Higher Ed (SOHE): A Project of AAUP chapters at Miami of Ohio, Ohio State, Ohio University, 
and others. September 2, 2021. 

Panelist. “Courageous Conversation: Critical Race Theory in Schools.” Pint Size Protestors, Nikki 
Hudson of Worthington Schools Board of Education, Worthington Racial Justice Organizing. 
July 14, 2021. 

Speaker. Rally for Palestine.  Students for Justice in Palestine and other groups. Columbus, OH. 
May 22. 2021. 

Speaker. “Breonna Taylor Protest & Vigil.” Worthington Racial Justice Organizing. Worthington, 
OH. October 4, 2020. 

Moderator. “50+ Years of Student Rebellion: Lessons from the 1970 Protests at Ohio State.” 
Community Organizing Center. Columbus, OH. September 21, 2020. 

Speaker. “Policing and Suburban Schools.” Teach-In. Community Freedom Coalition and CPD 
Out of CCS. Topiary Park, Columbus, OH. July 25, 2020. 

Speaker. “The Struggle to Remove Columbus Police from Ohio State.” Teach-In. CPD Out Of CCS. 
The Ohio Statehouse, Columbus, OH. July 2, 2000. 

Co-Organizer. “Save Ohio Higher Ed: Overcoming Inequities.” AAUP-Ohio University, AAUP-
Miami University, AAUP-Ohio State University. Virtual Event. June 19, 2020. 

Moderator and Co-Organizer. “Save Ohio Higher Ed: Academic Workers Speak Out.” AAUP- 
Ohio University, AAUP-Miami University, AAUP-Ohio State University. Virtual Event. May 13, 
2020. 

Vocalist. “Fundraiser for Edith Espinal in Sanctuary.”  Various groups.  Columbus Mennonite 
Church.  January 26, 2018. 

Speaker. “Syria and Palestine.” Jewish Voices For Peace-Central Ohio. Columbus Metropolitan 
Library. Columbus, OH. September 6, 2017. 

Speaker. “Syria: Imperialism, Dictatorship, Revolution.” Central Ohioans for Peace. Columbus 
Mennonite Church. Columbus, OH. June 26, 2017. 

Panelist. “Internationalism and Solidarity with Syria.” Toledo Activists. Sylvania Branch Library. 
Sylvania, Ohio. April 26, 2017. 

Speaker. “Understanding the 2016 Presidential Elections.” David Strausbaugh’s “Political 
Radicalism in United States” class. Worthington Kilbourne High School, Worthington, OH. 10 
November 2016. 



Speaker. “Structures of Thought: Islamophobia and Empire.” Craig Jones’ “Race and Identity” 
class. The Wellington School, Upper Arlington, Ohio. February 11, 2016. 

Speaker. “Scrap the MAP, Paolo Freire, and the Crisis of Public Education.” American Radicalism 
class. Thomas Worthington High School. Worthington, OH. April 30, 2013. 

Panelist: “The Fight for Public Housing: The Poindexter Village Struggle.” Coalition for 
Responsible and Sustainable Development of the Near East Side. Columbus, OH. February 28, 
2013. 

Speaker. “Empire and Resistance: From 1857 to 2011.” Central Ohioans for Peace. Mennonite 
Church, Columbus, OH. 25 August 25, 2011. 

Speaker. “Understanding Hindu Mythology.” The Grant School. Columbus, OH. May 3, 2010. 
Speaker. “Socialism and War.” Speaker Series for American Political Thought and Radicalism  

course (three sections). Thomas Worthington High School. Worthington, OH. December 7, 
2009. 

Speaker. “No Human Being Is Illegal: The Immigration Debate.” Speaker Series for “American 
Political Thought and Radicalism” course. Thomas Worthington High School. Worthington, 
OH. May 2007. 

Speaker. “Darfur and the Myth of ‘Humanitarian Intervention.’” Central Ohioans for Peace. 
Mennonite Church, Columbus, OH. February 2007. 

Speaker. “Troops Out Now: Iraq and 'The White Man's Burden.’” Speaker Series for American 
Political Thought and Radicalism course. Thomas Worthington High School. Worthington, 
OH. January 2007. 
  

Consulting and Trainings 
Consultant (unofficial). Reimagining Columbus Project. Designing Local and City of Columbus.  

Columbus, OH. February 2024. 
Consultant. Summer Institute Collaboration with Dhwani Foundation. Capriccio Youth Choir, 

July 2023. 
Consultant. “Professor insights into the development of Asian American Studies.” Asian 

American Studies Collaborative. 2023-24. 
Consultant. “Asian in Ohio.” Online Narrative of Asians in Ohio. Midstory, OH. June 2023. 

https://www.midstory.org/asian-in-ohio/ 
Workshop, Writing Op-Eds to Support Educators. NCTE Children’s Literature Assembly and AERA 

Literature SIG. Online. June 9, 2022. 
Consultant, Coalition for Asian American Children and Families (CACF). New York, NY. 2021-

2022. 
  

Media: Interviews, Mentions, Features 
Interview. “Ohio State bans sidewalk chalking ahead of new school year.” 10TV. August 15, 

2025. 
Interview. “From then to now: A history of divestment activism at Ohio State.” Special Projects 

series. The Lantern. May 21, 2025. 
Interview. “Ohio State student and faculty organizations speak out against student visa 

revocations.” The Lantern. April 25, 2025. 

https://www.midstory.org/asian-in-ohio/


Interview. “Not just DEI: Seven things to know about Ohio’s sweeping higher ed bill.” NBC4. 
March 25, 2025. 

Mention. “Photo Gallery: Approximately 200 students, faculty and staff walked out to protest 
Ohio Senate Bill 1 Wednesday.” The Lantern. March 20, 2025. 

Mention. “Senate Bill 1 protest: Ohio Student Association leads rally at Ohio Statehouse against 
SB 1.” Columbus Dispatch. March 19, 2025. 

Interview. “The Controversy Surrounding Senate Bill 1.” WKHS News. Worthington Kilbourne 
High School, Worthington, OH. March 16, 2025. 

Interview. “The pros and cons of Ohio's controversial higher education bill.” All Sides with Amy 
Juravich podcast. WOSU/NPR. March 11, 2025. 

Interview. “CAIR Ohio says international students shouldn't protest after Columbia University 
student arrest.” WOSU/NPR. March 11, 2025. 

Mention. “‘Students are under attack.’ Ohio State students and faculty rally against 
controversial bill. Ohio Capital Journal. March 5, 2025. 

Mention. “Photo Gallery: Striking scenes from Tuesday's protest against Senate Bill 1 and Ohio 
State's DEI changes.” The Lantern. March 5, 2025. 

Mention. “Ohio State protestors direct anger at President Ted Carter after diversity offices are 
shut down.” WOSU/NPR. March 4, 2025. 

Mention. “Ohio State students, faculty and staff protest over Senate Bill 1.” Columbus Dispatch. 
March 4, 2025. 

Mention. ‘Buckeyes don’t stand for foolishness’: Roughly 900 students, faculty and staff gather 
to protest SB 1, criticize university President Ted Carter Jr. and state legislature.” The 
Lantern. March 4, 2025. 

Interview. “Princeton Professor Who Taught Hegseth Aims to Reshape Higher Ed.” Bloomberg 
News. March 1, 2025. 

Mention. “Photo Gallery: Students, faculty and staff organize sit-in protest, letter-writing and 
march across campus Friday in response to Ohio State DEI changes.” The Lantern. February 
28, 2025. 

Interview. “Ohio State University students protest decision to close diversity and inclusion 
offices.” WOSU/NPR. February 28, 2025. 

Mention. “‘We laughed at him:’ Ohio State community reacts as President Carter announces 
end of Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Center for Belonging and Social Change.” The 
Lantern. February 27, 2025. 

Interview. “Breaking down Ohio State's newly launched website on its responses to federal and 
state policy changes.” The Lantern. February 20, 2025. 

Interview. “Ohio Senate’s actions called ‘undemocratic’ after passing higher ed bill.” NBC4. 
February 17, 2025. 

Interview. “Local stagehand union claims Ohio State booted them from a weekend job.” 
WOSU/NPR. February 14, 2025. 

Interview. “University Senate votes against Salmon P. Chase Center for Civics, Culture, and 
Society: What does this decision really mean?” The Lantern. January 31, 2025. 

Interview. “A Sweeping Effort to Reshape Ohio’s Colleges Has Stalled for Years. Now It’s Back, 
and Even Broader.” The Chronicle of Higher Education. January 29, 2025. 



Interview. “Ohio GOP lawmaker again proposes to overhaul higher ed, ban diversity efforts and 
labor strikes.” Ohio Capital Journal. January 23, 2025. 

Interview. “Republican-backed bill banning faculty strikes, DEI programs introduced over 
student protests.” Statehouse News Bureau. January 22, 2025. 

Interview. “Ohio GOP lawmakers want to eliminate DEI, ban faculty strikes at public 
universities.” Columbus Dispatch. January 22, 2025. 

Interview. “Ohio students protest reintroduction of higher education overhaul bill that would 
ban 'liberal bias,' DEI.” ABC News5 Cleveland. January 22, 2025. 

Interview. “What impact will intellectual diversity centers have at Ohio’s colleges?” All Sides 
with Amy Juravich podcast. WOSU/NPR. January 1, 2025. 

Interview. “Experts in Civil Discourse and Civic Engagement Discuss New Intellectual Diversity 
Center Coming Autumn 2025.” The Lantern. October 18, 2024. 

Interview. “Pro-Palestinian demonstrations start up again with new semester at Ohio State 
University.” WOSU/NPR. September 13, 2024. 

Mention. “Protest Hosted by Students for Justice in Palestine Condemns War in Gaza, Urges 
University to Divest from Israeli Companies.” The Lantern. September 13, 2024. 

Mention. “Approximately 130 Gather Tuesday Night for Vigil on Oval, Commemorate Deaths in 
Gaza and the West Bank.” The Lantern. September 11, 2024. 

Interview. Khabar OSU News. Podcast. With Anvitha Irrinki and Samiksha Prasanna. July 12, 
2024. 

Interview. “Ohio State hires conservative scholar to head up new intellectual diversity center.” 
Ohio Capital Journal August 8, 2024. 

Interview. Spectrum News. TV interview. June 24, 2024. 
Photo. Speaker at May 1 Palestine Protest at Ohio State. The Columbus Dispatch, May 16, 2024 

(print). 
Interview. “Campus Protests, Opposing Views On Israel/Palestine Conflict.” The State of Ohio 

Show with Karen Kasler. Season 24, Episode 19. May 10, 2024. 
Interview. “Pro-Palestine protestors want universities to divest from Israel, but that can’t 

happen in Ohio.” The Statehouse News Bureau. May 8, 2024. 
Interview. “College faculty members are teaching a lesson in solidarity.” The Nation. May 7, 

2024. 
Interview. “Peaceful support for Palestinians during OSU commencement.” Spectrum News. 

May 6, 2024. 
Interview. “OSU students upset graduation death not acknowledged during ceremony.” ABCS 

News 5 Cleveland. May 6, 2024. 
Interview/photo. “Ohio State students, faculty speak out for Gaza against university reaction to 

protest.”  The Columbus Dispatch. May 2, 2024. 
Interview. “Pro-Palestine protestors return to Ohio State less than a week after police arrest 

dozens.” WOSU/NPR. May 1, 2024. 
Interview. “No arrests made as roughly 600 gathered on South Oval for pro-Palestine Protest.” 

The Lantern. May 1, 2024. 
Story. Kenyon College Talk. “KSJP hosts Pranav Jani for lecture on Palestine, nationalism.” The 

Kenyon Collegian. March 28, 2024. 



Interview. “The Israel/Hamas war has ignited harassment on the Ohio State campus.” Ohio 
Capital Journal. March 14, 2024. 

Interview. “Ohio House blocks controversial education overhaul bill.” News5Cleveland. 
November 28, 2023. 

Interview. “Inside the Pro-Palestinian Group Protesting Across College Campuses.” The New 
York Times. November 17, 2023. 

Interview. “A Higher Ed ‘Enhancement’ That Few Can Get Behind?” Inside Higher Ed. November 
10, 2023. 

Interview. “Wexner Center Cancels Event Due to ‘Current World Events,’ Prompts Protest.” The 
Lantern. November 2, 2023. 

Interview. “Sponsor hopes massive higher education bill will be brought to the floor of next 
Ohio House session.” Ohio Capital Journal. October 24, 2023. 

Interview. “Senate Bill 83 sections amended, Ohio State members speak out.” The Lantern. 
August 31, 2023. 

Interview. “Ohio State’s Ted Carter says he’ll be an apolitical president, not a culture warrior.” 
Columbus Dispatch. August 28, 2023. 

Interview. “Republican Legislatures targeting academic tenure at universities.” Scripps News. 
May 27, 2023. 

Mention. “More Than 100 People Speak Out Against Massive Ohio Higher Education Bill During 
Marathon Meeting.” Ohio Capital Journal. April 21, 2023. 

Interview. “After 7 hours of testimony, Ohio GOP bill sponsor agrees to modify controversial 
education bill.” News5Cleveland. April 21, 2023. 

Mention. “Ohio State Student, Professor Speak Out Against ‘Higher Education Enhancement 
Act’ at Statehouse.” The Lantern. April 19, 2023. 

Interview. “Our view: Ohio State’s next president must serve Ohioans not will of powerful or 
political.” Columbus Dispatch Editorial Board. Columbus Dispatch. March 6, 2023. 

Interview. “Ohio State President Leaves Big Plans Unfinished as She Steps Down.” The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. November 29, 2022. 

Mention. “Center for Ethnic Studies Discussion Ethnicity, Looks to Help Students Understand 
their Identity.” The Lantern. November 7, 2022. 

Mention. "Who needs the monarchy? Plus, why gray floors and barn doors are everywhere." 
It's Been a Minute, NPR, September 16, 2022. 

Interview. “OSU Students Demand Change after Shooting of Donovan Lewis.” NBC News at 5. 
NBC, WCMH, Columbus, September 15, 2022. 

Interview. “‘Backbone of Our Country’: Columbus-area Residents React to Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Death." Columbus Dispatch, September 8, 2022. 

Mention. “Ohio State protesters call for change after Columbus police killing of Donovan 
Lewis.” Ohio Capital Journal. September 6, 2022. 

Interview. “Why Are ‘Classical Education” Schools Opening in Columbus?” Columbus Dispatch. 
August 17, 2022. 

Interview. Columbus Conversations podcast. With Amelia Robinson, Opinions and Community 
Engagement Editor, The Columbus Dispatch. February 10, 2022. 

Interview. “Covid Hits Ohio College Renewing Calls for Remote Learning.” Spectrum News. 
January 19, 2022. 



Interview. “Conversation with Author, Activist, and Professor Pranav Jani.” A Desi Woman 
podcast. With Soniya Gokhale. August 23, 2021. 

Interview. “Critical Race Theory Roils Central Ohio School Board Meetings.” WOSU/NPR. July 
13, 2021. 

Interview. “Local Educators And Leaders Call For AAPI Curriculum In Ohio Schools.” WOSU/NPR. 
July 13, 2021. 

Interview. “Hopes Raised Then Quickly Dashed.” Inside Higher Ed. April 23, 2021. 
Interview. “After Ma'Khia Bryant's killing, Ohio State University students demand the college 

sever ties with Columbus police.” Yahoo! News. April 23, 2021. 
Video Credit.  “Ohio Students Protest Police Killing of Teenager Ma’Khia Byrant.” Yahoo! News. 

April 22, 2021. 
Interview. “Ohio State’s RAISE Initiative to Hire 150 Diverse Faculty Has Hopes, Concerns 

Among Cultural Studies Leaders.” The Lantern. March 17, 2021. 
Interview. “New Head of Asian American Studies Calls for Increased Focus on Ethnic   Studies.” 

The Lantern. January 27, 2021. 
Feature. AACC Alumni Spotlight. Asian American Cultural Center at Yale. December 19, 2020. 
Interview. “OSU campus the latest to hear call to cut ties with Columbus police.” Fox28 News. 

June 10, 2020. 
Interview. “COVID-19 Pandemic Costing Ohio Colleges Millions.” The Columbus Dispatch. April 

26, 2020. 
Interview. “Ohio State professor says arrest of MLK breakfast protesters violated King’s 

message.” The Other Side: The Columbus Dispatch Podcast. March 5, 2020. 
Interview. “Silencing Demand for Equality at King Breakfast Misses the Point.” The Columbus 

Dispatch. January 26, 2020. 
Interview. “Marx and Colonialism with Pranav Jani.” Better Off Red Podcast, With Danny Katch 

and Jen Roesch.  August 27, 2018. 
Interview. “Roundtable: Glimpses of a New Movement.” SocialistWorker.org. March 22, 2018. 
Interview. Shea, Renee H. “Worth the Wait: A Profile of Arundhati Roy.” Poets & Writers (July-

August 2017). 
Interview. “ISIS Says Ohio State Attacker Was Its ‘Soldier’; School Seeks Unity as Classes 

Resume.” The Washington Post. November 30, 2016. 
Interview. “Asian Students Not Standing on Protest Sidelines.” Diverse Issues In Higher 

Education. May 9, 2016. 
Interview. “A Divided Front: What Lies in the Void Between Ohio State Administrators and 

Teachers?” The Lantern. May 2, 2016. 
Interview. “Activism Within the Academy.” With Elena Costello and Jonathan Hall. B Side 

Conversations podcast. 6 March 2016. 
Interview. “Kasich Opposes Accepting Syrian Refugees.” The Lantern November 19, 2015. 
Interview. “Hunger Fast for OSU Alumnus, Mohamed Soltan.” Buckeye News Now. Lantern TV. 

October 30, 2014. 
Radio guest. “Anniversary of the Occupy Wall Street Movement.” Fight Back! With Bob Fitrakis. 

September 18, 2013. 
Radio guest. “The Zimmerman Verdict.” Fight Back! With Bob Fitrakis. July 17, 2013. 
  



Teaching & Advising, Ohio State 
  

Graduate Courses 
English 7864, Seminar in Postcolonial/Transnational Studies 

• “Race, Caste, and Class: Comparing Dalit and African American Histories and Identities” 
• “History and Historiography in the Contemporary Indian English Novel” 
• “Postcolonial Women Writers: South Asia and Africa” 

 
English 7858.01/7858.02, Seminar in US Ethnic Literatures and Cultures 

• “Exploring Linked Histories of African and Asian Peoples” 
 
English 6758, Introduction to Graduate Study in U.S. Ethnic Literature and Culture 

• “South Asian Americans in Global Contexts” 
 
English 6760, Introduction to Graduate Study in Postcolonial Literature and Theory 

• “Introduction to Postcolonial Studies” 
  
Undergraduate Courses 
 
English 4598H: Honors Seminar, Special Topics in Literature and Literary Representation 

• “Marxism, Feminism, and the ‘Third World’ 
• “Literatures of Partition: India and Palestine” 

 
English 4592, Special Topics in Women in Literature and Culture 

• “Postcolonial Women Writers” 
 
English 4587/Comp Studies 4803, Special Topics in Asian American Literatures and Cultures 

• “The South Asian Diaspora”  
• “Henna and Hip-Hop: South Asians Abroad” 
• “Henna and Hip-Hop: South Asian American Literature and Culture” 

 
English 4583, Special Topics in World Literature 

• “Self and Nation in Postcolonial Literature” 
• “National and Transnational Narratives” 
• “India and Cinema” 
• “Imagining India: 20th Century Literature and Film” 

 
English 4582: Special Topics in African American Literature 

• “Race, Gender, Class: Studying Intersectionality” 
 
English 4581, Special Topics in US Ethnic Studies 

• “How Race Works: Legacies of Colonialism, Slavery and Empire” 
• “Gender, Race, and Empire: Women Writers, Immigrant Communities” 



 
English 4564.04: Major Author in 20th Century Literature 

• “Salman Rushdie” 
English 4563, Contemporary Literature 

• “The Postcolonial and the Postmodern” 
• “Modernism and Empire” 

 
English 4553: 20th Century Fiction 

• “Interrogating American Identity” 
 
English 4400, Literary Locations 

• “Radical London” 
 
English 3398, Writing for English Majors 

• “Analyzing Literature, Culture, Society” 
• “How to Read Literature” 

 
English 3264, Monsters Within and Without 

• “Monsters and the Other” 
 
English 2367.02H and 2367.02 (Writing), Literature in the U.S. Experience 

• “Reading U.S. Protest Literature in an Age of Rebellion” 
• “Reading U.S. Protest Literature After Ferguson” 

 
English 2261H, Introduction to Fiction 

•   “Narrative and Truth” 
 
ArtsSci 1138.25.  First Year Seminar 

• “Why Wakanda Matters: Utopias/Dystopias and the Legacies of Slavery and Empire” 
 
[Names of current and past Ph.D. and MA students redacted] 
 
Advisor, Student Organizations 
 
Current 

• Raas at Ohio State, 2024 
• Movement Variations, 2023-present 
• MY Project USA at Ohio State, 2023-present 
• South Asian Men’s Health Organization, 2024 

 
Past 

• Students for Justice in Palestine/Committee for Justice in Palestine, 2010-2025 
• International Socialist Organization, 2005-2019 



• Syrian Students Union, 2015-2019 
• US Ethnic & Postcolonial Studies Association, 2010-14 
• Indian American Association, 2005-11 
• Antiwar Columbus, 2007-2009 

  
Study Abroad 

• Co-coordinator and Resident Director. OSU Gateway Study Abroad program to India. 
University of Hyderabad. July 2012. 

• Organizer and Resident Director.  One-week trip to London with students enrolled in 
English 4400, Literary Locations, March 2014. 
 

Professional Activities & Service 

Memberships in Professional Organizations, Current and Past 
American Studies Association 
Association for Asian American Studies 
Indian Association of Commonwealth Literatures and Language Studies 
Modern Language Association 
Multiethnic Literatures of the United States 
South Asian Literary Association 

  
International/National Service 
Conference Co-chair and organizer, 2023 South Asian Literary Association (SALA) conference: 

“Envisioning Black & South Asian Solidarity: History, Culture, Praxis.” With guests from the 
US, Canada, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Egypt, South Africa, Germany, and elsewhere. April 1-
2, 2023. 

Executive Committee member, South Asian Literary Association (SALA), 2015- 2018. 
Manuscript reviewer: Anthem Press, Contemporary Literature, Critical Sociology, Ethnic Studies 

Review; Frontiers; Haymarket Books, International Social Science Journal (UK); Journal of 
Narrative Theory; Journal of Postcolonial Writing, Race/Ethnicity: Multidisciplinary Global 
Contexts, New Formations, Orient BlackSwan Publishers (India); Radical History Review; 
Routledge; South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, South Asian Review 

Tenure Reviewer: Department of English, Howard University; Department of English, Texas 
Tech University. 

PhD/MA External Reader: Victoria University of Wellington (New Zealand), University of Huelva 
(Spain) 

  
University and College of Arts & Sciences, The Ohio State University 
 
Asian American Studies Program (The Center for Ethnic Studies) 

• Program Director, January 2021-present. 
• Co-coordinator, 2008-09 
• Committee Member, 2006-present 

· 



South Asian Studies Initiative (Humanities Institute) 
• Director, 2017-2020 
• Committee Member, 2008-present. 

 
Ohio State chapter of American Association of University Professors. 

• President, 2021-2025. 
• Executive Board Member, 2019-present. 

 
Black Lives Matter in the Classroom 

• Symposium on April 1, 2016, featuring writers, activists, poets, musicians 
• Programming committee, 2015-2016 

 
Member, OSU President Gee’s No Place For Hate Task Force, Spring 2012. 
 
Member, Faculty of Color Caucus, 2006-2008 
 
Search Committees 

• Asian American Rhetorics Search (Department of English), 2023-24 
• Ethnic Studies Librarian Search (University Libraries), 2022-23 
• Hindi search (Department of Near Eastern and South Asian Languages and Literature), 

2012-13. 
  

Department of English, The Ohio State University 
 
Executive Committee 

• Elected Representative, Associate Professors. 2022-24 
• Appointed Member, Fall 2010 

 
U.S. Ethnic & Postcolonial Studies (USEP) Area Group 

• Convener, 2006-07; 2017-2021, 2022-2024 
• Member, 2006-present 
• Co-founded USEP Area Group, 2006 

 
Diversity & Inclusion Committee 

• Chair, 2009-10 
• Member, 2019-2021 

 
Lectures and Events Committee 
• Chair, 2014-2016 

 
Awards Committee, 

• Member, 2018-2019 
 



Promotion & Tenure Committee 
• Member, 2013-2014 

· 
Undergraduate Studies Committee 

• Member and Diversity Officer, 2011-2013 
• In Spring 2012, I drafted the Diversity Requirement for the English Major that was 

passed by the department and is the basis for the current policy. 
 
Graduate Studies Program & Policy Committee 

• Member, 2006-09 
  
Awards, Grants,  Recognition 
2024. Manuscript Preparation Small Grant. Arts and Humanities, The Ohio State University. 
2024. Faculty Inductee, 118th Class of Sphinx Honorary Society, The Ohio State University. 
2023. GAHDT Society of Fellows: “Freedom Dreams.” 2023-24. The Ohio State University. 
2023. Care and Compassion Award. The Ohio State University. 

https://english.osu.edu/news/conversation-about-care-and-compassion 
2022. Diversity Enhancement Faculty Award, 2021-2022.  College of Arts & Sciences. The Ohio 

State University. 
2022. Professor of the Year, 2021-22.  English Graduate Organization. Department of English, 

The Ohio State University. 
2022. Service Award. Center for Ethnic Studies. The Ohio State University. 
2022. Arts & Humanities Course Release Program. The Ohio State University. 
2016. Marlene Longenecker Award for Teaching and Leadership. Department of English, The 

Ohio  State University. 
2015. Libby Award for Lifetime Achievement in Community Organizing. Columbus Free Press. 

Columbus, OH. 
2015. Small Grant for International Travel. Arts and Humanities, The Ohio State University. 

2015. 
2012-14. Principal Collaborator, “Language, Politics, and Human Expression in South Asia and 

the Balkans: Comparative Perspectives.” Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, John E. Sawyer. 
Seminar on the Comparative Study of Cultures. Collaborators. Theodora Dragostinova 
(History), Yana Hashamova (Slavic), Brian Joseph (Linguistics), Jessie Labov (Slavic), Scott Levi 
(History), Andrea Sims (Slavic), and Mytheli Sreenivas (History/WGSS). 

2013. Grant-in-Aid for Research Travel Abroad. College of Arts and Sciences, The Ohio State    
University. 2013. 

2012-13. Faculty Grant. Mershon Center for International Security Studies, The Ohio State 
University. 

2010-11. Grant-in-Aid for research travel abroad. College of Arts and Sciences. The Ohio State  
University. 

2010-11. Faculty Grant. Mershon Center for International Security Studies. The Ohio State 
University. 

2010-11. Gateway Study Abroad Seed Grant. With Mytheli Sreenivas. Office of International 
Affairs. The Ohio State University. 

https://english.osu.edu/news/conversation-about-care-and-compassion
https://english.osu.edu/news/conversation-about-care-and-compassion


2012. Honoree, Office of Diversity and Inclusion Authors’ Reception. 
2008. Honoree, Sphinx and Mortar Board Faculty and Staff Recognition Reception. 
2002. IT Award for Best Webpage (Humanities). Wagner College. 
  
Essays, Creative Arts, Languages 
  
Selected Medium Blog Posts, Selected (600-11K views) 
“A Year of Repression: How Ohio State Admin Repeatedly Failed Pro-Palestine students.” Age of 

Awareness: A Medium Publication. October 5, 2024. 
“Tu Zinda Hai.” Medium.com  June 13, 2023. 
“Organize and Mobilize: Fight Ohio SB83.” Age of Awareness: A Medium Publication. March 15, 

2023. 
“Anticolonial Militancy, Hindutva Politics: Review of S.S. Rajamouli’s RRR. Age of Awareness: A 

Medium Publication. February 20, 2023. 
“A Tribute to Nikeeta Slade.” Medium.com. May 12, 2021. 
“You Can’t Butcher My Name (You’re Not That Powerful).” Age of Awareness: A Medium 

Publication. March 13, 2021. 
“‘No, I Don’t Work Here’: Grappling with Everyday Racism.” Age of Awareness: A Medium 

Publication. October 16, 2020. 
“Representation Matters, Movements Make Change: Kamala Harris as VP Candidate.” Age of 

Awareness: A Medium Publication. August 11, 2020. 
“Power in the City: Pressure Points for Activists. Age of Awareness: A Medium Publication. June 

24, 2020. 
“A Riot is the Language of the Unheard: Remembering the Words of Martin Luther King, Jr.” 

Age of Awareness: A Medium Publication. May 28, 2020. 
“White Supremacists, Sexists, and Neo-Nazis Lead Protests at the Ohio Statehouse.” Age of 

Awareness: A Medium Publication. April 19, 2020. 
“Nation Shrugs as Armed, White Right-Wingers Take the Michigan Statehouse.” Age of 

Awareness: A Medium Publication. May 1, 2020. 
“Colonialism, Slavery, and the Origins of Capitalism.” Age of Awareness: A Medium Publication. 

February 20, 2020. 
“Drop the Charges! Open Letter to Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther on MLK Day Arrests.” 

Medium.com. January 22, 2020. 
  

Musical Performances: South Asian, Afrocentric, Western 
Choir member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. Andre Thomas’ “Mass: A Celebration of Love and Joy” 

with special guests, the Milton Ruffin Chorale. Linworth United Methodist Church. Columbus, 
OH. June 22, 2025. 

Choir Member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. “Cry of Jeremiah.” St John AME Church. Columbus, 
OH. February 23, 2025.  

Choir Member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Celebration.” 
Worthington United Methodist Church. Worthington, OH. January 20, 2025. 

Choir Member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. “Cry of Jeremiah.” Linworth United Methodist Church. 
Columbus, OH. October 13, 2024.  



Choir Member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Celebration.” 
Worthington United Methodist Church. Worthington, OH. January 15, 2024. 

Choir Member. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. “To Sit and Dream.” North Broadway United 
Methodist Church. Columbus, OH. October 15, 2023, and Church of the Master, Westerville, 
OH. October 22, 2023. 

Soloist, “The Ballad of the Brown King,” by Margaret Bonds and Langston Hughes. Capriccio 
Columbus. Beechwold Christian Church, Columbus OH. December 18, 2022. 

Choir Member. “Christmas with Capriccio.” Capriccio Columbus. Beechwold Christian Church, 
Columbus OH. December 18, 2022. 

Choir Member. “Shout for Joy!” Concert. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. North Broadway United 
Methodist Church. Columbus, OH. October 16, 2022. 
Vocalist. “Bharatanatyam Arangetram.” Nalanda School of Dance. Abbey Theater. Dublin, 
OH. July 31, 2022. 

Soloist, “Allahi Allah” and “Meera Bhajan.” “Here We Stand: A CES Celebration.” Center for 
Ethnic Studies, The Ohio State University, Columbus OH. April 7, 2022. 

Choir Member, “Christmas with Capriccio, featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria.” Worthington United 
Methodist Church. Worthington, OH. December 19, 2021. 

Choir Member. “Mass in Blue.”  Capriccio Jubilee Singers. Saint Mary of the Assumption 
Catholic Church, Columbus OH. October 17, 2021. 

Choice Member. “I Will Sing: Songs of Hope, Faith, and Care.” Capriccio Columbus. New Hope 
Church, Powell, OH. June 27, 2021. 

Choir Member. “Amazing Grace.” Capriccio Columbus. Virtual Performance. November 19, 
2020. 

Choir Member. “O Love.” Capriccio Columbus. Virtual Performance. September 11, 2020. 
Soloist. “This Little Light of Mine.” Capriccio Jubilee Singers. St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Worthington, OH. February 23, 2020. 
Choir Member. “Shout for Joy!” Concert. Capriccio Jubilee Singers. St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Worthington, OH. February 23, 2020. 
Choir member. “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Breakfast.” Capriccio Columbus. Columbus 

Convention Center. Columbus, OH. January 20, 2020. 
Choir member. “Worthington Martin Luther King Day Community Celebration.” Capriccio 

Columbus. Worthington United Methodist Church. Worthington, OH. January 20, 2020. 
Choir member. “Christmas Concert.” Capriccio Columbus. Beechwold Church of Christ. 

Columbus, OH. December 15, 2019. 
Choir member. “Fall Concert.” Capriccio Columbus. Beechwold Church of Christ. Columbus, OH. 

October 27, 2019. 
Choir member. “Verdi Requiem.” Capriccio Columbus. Ohio Wesleyan University. Delaware, OH. 

March 31, 2019. 
Vocalist. “Bharatanatyam Arangetram.” Nalanda School of Dance. McConnell Arts Center. 

Worthington, OH. May 18, 2019. 
Vocalist. “Winter Music Performance.” Sacred Music. St. John’s Episcopal Church. Worthington, 

OH. February 3, 2018. 
Vocalist. “Tarana Music Festival.” Sacred Music. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Columbus, OH. 

August 19, 2017. 



Vocalist. “Bharatanatyam Arangetram.” Nalanda School of Dance. Lincoln Theater. Columbus, 
OH. August 5, 2017. 

Vocalist. “Bharatanatyam Arangetram.” Nalanda School of Dance. Abbey Theater. Dublin, OH. 
August 21, 2016. 
  

Languages 
Gujarati, Hindi, French, Sanskrit 


